Franca indkts tli^rd Iranian in cm 

PARIS. (R).-— A Fxeadi judge indicted- a thud Iranian Saturday in an 
inuestigsiioD into tfae murder of former banian Prime Minister Sbapour 
Bajtbtiaiv justice officials said. The 44-year-old woman, whose name was 
withheld few recurity reasons, was chared with being an- accomplice in a 
tenotUl oMsphtey to MB' the late Shah T s last prime minhter. The somces 
Said the s m pe ct : arrested last Wednesday. had coofeaasd tD .heiu an 


Ayato Hah Ruhoqah Khomeini after die 1979 Islamic revolution, was 
fotmd ttabbcd to dcaih ho Aag. 8 at his heayfly^gnarded home in tfae Paris, 
suburbs. Irandcnied involvement. Oneof theggpectedfcBtets, AfiVakfli 
Rad , wa sextraefited to France from Switzerland last month and char ged 
with murder. The two otheis are on the ran. A former Iranian tderisaon 
cxeani vc and diplomat, Massood Headi, accused of obtaining false 
papers for the kiflers, was charged this mod A with being an accomjmcc to 
murder. He told French investigators that senior Iranian figures had 
ordered the killing, authoritative justice sources said. The affair has 
donded relations between Puis and Tehran. 


, , 


Vo lume 16 Number 4814 


•‘•H ~ 1 ■ — 

7 S; Crown Prince 
meets Hogg 

7 t London (Fan) — h» Royal 

■ A " . 7 '- Highness Grown Prince Hasson 
V hr ‘»;.' Saturday received ini London 

* - ■i.»i British. Foreign Office Minister 
• -H:- Douglas Hogg. Discussions dur- 

: -o-*? mg the meeting centred cm the 
. * - latest developments m the Middle- 

' - u- .'■ ^ ast efforts aimed at solving 

a the Arab-Israeli conflict and the 

-Tr * v ; Palestinian problem. 

.if;; - Sudan Junta tries 
^ V-T^oup plotters 

v-l Z!\ KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan’s 
^ -- ; t “ ruling junta has prat on trial sever- 
” ^ al army officers and ov itiann it 

accuses of plotting to remove it 
from power by force, a Khartoum 
newspaper said Saturday. Al 
, Sudan Al Hadith (Modem 
w.g. Sudan) quoted an armed forces 
IS to 1a Ci spokesman as saying the plotters 
,»• ‘ 3 1 were charged with instigating war 

against the government. He said 
foe trial began last week. .The 
' - : . spokesman efid not say how many 
’-."i* defendants were being tried. 

* * r;^ Foreign press reports put the 

1 ' - : v- number at 15, but there has been 

- nn nffiwiii c o n firm at ion m 
i :* - Khartoum. News of a plot to 

• --j-J overthrow the govemmeut broke 

-u ■ last month when the junta 
; - - . .. announced foe arrest of civilians 
and retired and active ariny offic- 
— l.'. era. 

‘ ■ ; Kuwait University, 

technical schools 

- ^reopen 

■ [ KUWATT CITY (AP) — Kuwait 

■: •*: ; University and ' the emirate’s 

•2 vocational schools reopened 
-r Saturday after seven months of 
repair work in die wake of foe 
i Gulf war. Some 24,000 Kuwaiti 
; . f. stud en ts went back to college 
Saturday. Very few stateless 
; Arabs and the chflchen of ndfr 
.> - Kuwaiti university teachers have 
been allowed to enroll tins year. 

. Tunisia to join 

J: Sahara force 

TUNIS (R) — Tunisia will send a 
contingent of troops to join a 
'• United Nations peacekeeping 

force in Western Sahara where a 
ceasefire was proclaimed three 
weeks ago, the official news agea- 
. cy TAP reported. Defence Mzms- 

_ JZ ter Habib Boulares said die con- 
tingeut, received Friday by Presi- 
" V dent Zinc Al Abidine Ben Aii, 
r \ r ^ would be command e d by Liente- 
? „ nant Colonel Bedur Daood. The 
' agency did not reveal how many 
troops would be sent to join foe 



Iraq says aD Kuwaitis will be freed 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iraqi officials told an Arab League team Saturday that 
they would like to return all Kuwaitis detained in Iraq to the emirate, the 
Iraqi News Agency (INA) reported. The agency also quoted Iraqi Foreign 
Ministry ofikwJ Saad Oasem Hnmmadi m saying his country would aHcrw 
league officials to visit detained Kuwaitis, in line with the Qeneva 
convention- Mr. Hummadi is chief of the Arab Afters Department of the 
Iraqi Foreign Ministry. He was quoted as saying Iraq has no interest in 
keeping Kuwaitis and expressing hope that the league would contribute to 
returning them to titer homeland. But Mr. Hummadi did- not say how 
tong it would be before Iraq released the Kuwaitis, nor did be say bow 


resolution that decided to ascertain the condition of Kuwaitis held in Iraq r 
was the first to Iraq by league officials since the Gulf war. Iraq say* it 
already- has released nearly aD the Kuwaitis it held during the Gulf crisis 
and war, but Kuwaiti dams thousands of its citizens remain held by 
Baghdad. The league team was headed by Abdullah Aden, acting as the 
envoy of Secretary-Genera! Esmat Abdul Megaid, who has visited man; 
of the league's 21 members but not Iraq since he assumed his post in 
March. 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyab; UAE 1J0 dirhams 
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Jifumno mission in charge of 
4hipervising foe ceasefire and 
organising a sdtf-detennmation 
referendum cm the future of foe 
former Spanish colony. . 

U.S. official leaves 
Turkey after talks 

ANKARA (R) — U-S. Assistant 
Defence Secretary Stephen Had- 
ley left Turkey after five days of 
talks on military cooperation, the 
U.S. embassy said Saturday. The 
two sides “reviewed many issues 
of mutual interest, inducting 
progress on dans fen* a second 
state of F-16 (fighter) production 
... and on cooperation for de- 
fence industry in support of the 
Turkish armed forces,” a state- 
ment added. Turkish Aerospace 
Industries (TAI), a U.S.-Tnriosb. 
joint venture set up in 1984, is 
working on a $4.2-biIfion project 
to produce 160 F-16s, or Fighting 
Falcons, by 1994. It has produced 
’ about 60 so far. The second stage 
of production envisages another 
yjgjjp fighters by 20 & 2 . 

4 killed in 
Kurdish rebel 
clashes In Turkey 


•; ANKARA (R) — Four people 
including a boy aged two were 
lotted in separate incidents in 
Turkey involving th e rebel Knr- 

* tfd Workers Party (PKK), offik 

. . dais said Saturday. The boy was- 
killed Friday when PKK mem- 
bers raided Asagi ptmorin vii- 
4 : iage in Kara ptovince bordering 

.■ » ; ‘ r * : lien, Anaftdian news agency 
• ■ quoted officials from the provin- 

. ? qalgovenwr’s office as saying. A 

stmeawat from foe emeqenqr 
wttie goveru o ra fe in southeastern 
Diyarbakor sahi Tuiiish troops 
rv had knfodtwcfPKK members in a 

. ' ^ ehrit- Friday. A Ttotish sokfier 
kfflcd;ia the daafc. which 
- c' j Occurred when » gro«p of rebels 
. ^ WFroached a secority p^zol sta- 

* \ s : near Mazidagi town, 130 

, hfenetres so utheas t of Ankara. 


PNC accepts peace conference 


Algiers meeting recommends 
Palestinian participation 


Masri: PNC decision realistic, will help 
implement international legitimacy in Mideast 


Combined agency despatches 

THE PALESTINE National 
Council (PNC) Saturday dropped 
key conditions for participating in 
a Middle East conference, recom- 
mending that Palestinians attend 
to argue their case. . 

The 468-seat council cast aside 
its insistence that the Palestine 
liberation Organisation (FLO) 
aimounce lhe Palestinian delega- 
tion to the conference co- 
sponsored by the U.S. and the 
Soviet Union. 

It also dropped its demand for 
a commitment before the talks 
that Israel would relinquish the 
occupied territories. 

“We reject all idea of condi- 
tions; it is Israel which breeds 
them,” said Yasser Abed Rabbo, 
who heads the information de- 
partment of the PLO and is consi- 
dered a dose adviser to PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat. 

“We -will be waiting in the 
coming days for precise answers 
from foe United States concern- 
ing the sensitive and essential 
questions," Mr. Abed Rabbo 
told rep or ters. 

The delegates approved the 
policy statement on tfae peace 
conference, which is tentatively 
scheduled to open next month, by 
a 313-18 vote that culminated five 
days of passionate debate. 

The vote was in secret session, 
audit was undear what happened 
to die other 12fr delegates present 
— whether they abstained or 
were absent. 

PLO sources, speaking on con- 


dition of anonymity, said Mr. 
Arafat and His Majesty King 
Hussein are likely to announce in 
early October that a joint 
Patestiman-Jordaman delegation 
win attend the peace talks. 

The PNC called on the Arab 
countries expected to attend the 
peace conference not to normal- 
ise relations with Israel until the 
statement's goals are met. The 
countries referred to are Syria, 
Jordan, Lebanon, Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia. 

The council ako elected a new 
exec uti ve committee as the meet- 
ing wound up. It expanded the 
mnnber of seats from 15 to 18 to 
secure udder participation of in- 
dependent technocrats, uncon- 
nected to the guerrilla factions. 

Mr. Arafat later told a news 
con fere nce: “The ball is now in 
tfae other court... with the Amer- 
ican administration, the co- 
chairman (of tiie conference)... 
with Israel, Europe and foe Un- 
ited Nations. 

“We have extended our hands 
to peace.” 

He said Washington should de- 
dare the Jewish settlements in 
the occupied Arab territories 
illegal ami seek a halt to them. 

Israel bad already 
65 per cent of the West Bank and 
if this continued there would be 
no land-for-peace to negotiate at 
any con fe re n ce. Ire said. 

Asked If the PNC st a te me nt 
amounted to conditional agree- 
ment to attend the talks, Mr. 
Arafat replied: “We have the 
right to put our view and re- 


quests," like other parties have 
done. 

Mr. Arafat denied to reporters 
that two West Bank Palestinian 
representatives, Faisal Al Hus- 
seini and Hanan Ashrawi, had 
visited Algiers to talk to the PNC. 

Delegate sources said earlier 
the two had briefed PNC mem- 
bers on their contacts with the 
Americans and developments in 
the intifada. 

Both envoys have also denied 
the contact, winch could lead to 
prosecution and imprisonment 
under Israeli law, which bars 
contact with the FIX). 

Ifc. Arafat said 28 members of 
the Israeli Knesset (parliament) 
bad sent a message to the PNC. 
He described it as imp ort a nt but 
gave no details. 

“Is (Prime Minister Yitzhak) 
Shamir going to arrest die 28 
Knesset members because they 
have officially contacted our 
PNC?” Mr. Arafat asked. 

Hardhner George Habash of 
the Popular Fron t for the libera- 
tion of Palestine (PFLP) said the. 
statement does not mean accept- 
ance of die peace conference. 

There’s a “good possibility” 
that Palestinians wfll not rake 
part, the PFLP leader asserted. 

Though the statement crops 
the demand on annonnciiig dele- 
gates, it reiterates that die PLO 
has a right to choose them. .. 

The de facto Palestinian fore 1 
ign minister, Faronk Kaddoumi, 
told dele gat es before the vote: 

(Coaforeed on page 5) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minis- 
ter Taber Masri Saturday wel- 
comed the Palestine National 
Council (PNC) decision to back 
U.S.-Soviet efforts to hold a Mid- 
dle East peace conference. 

The PNC supported the initia- 
tive Saturday after five days of 
debate but stopped short of im- 
mediately committing Palesti- 
nians to attend foe conference, 
planned for October. 

“It is evident to att of us that 
tfae PNC dealt with the events 
with realism and adopted resolu- 
tions that will help in im- 
plementing international legi- 
timacy and the sufferings 
of the Palestinian people.” Mr. 
Masri told foe Arabic-language 
service of Jordan Television. 

“... The resolutions will help 
support the peaceful march we 
are seeking and help lead to 
(Israeli) withdrawal from the 


Arab territories (occupied in 
1967) which is the goal of Jordan, 
the Palestinians and foe PLO 
(Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion),” be said. 

The PNC called for stronger 
Palestine- Jordanian ties bnt left it 
up to the PLO to decide whether 
Palestinians should form a joint 
delegation with Jordan to get 
round Israel’s refusal to talk to 
foe organisation. 

Mr. Masri said be expected 
several PLO delegations to visit 
Jordan soon to “reach under- 
standing on how to deal with the' 
conference and matters to fol- 
low.” 

“The resolutions adopted by 
foe PNC are based on Jordanian 
and Palestinian principled stands 
and will help the peace process 
which, by God’s will, will lead to 
Israel’s withdrawal from the 
occupied territories,” Mr. Masri 


said. 

He said that Jordan always 
favoured inter-Arab contacts to 
coordinate stands among Arab 
states. “Now that we are on the 
threshold of a critical stage of 
significance to our history and the 
history of the Palestinian ques- 
tion ... we find It necessary 
among the Arab parties con- 
cerned with the peace process to 
coordinate their stands at foe 
highest levels,” foe prime minis- 
ter said. 

“It is time for the foreign 
ministers of foe states surround- 
ing Israel to meet to discuss 
arrangement for bolding the 
peace conference,” he added. 

Mr. Masri said coordination 
between Jordan and foe PLO has 
intensified during the past weeks 
and will intensify more in the 
coming period after the PNCs 
recommendations and after tfae 


formation of the Jordanian- 
Palestinian joint delegation to the 
peace parley. 

“I expect that Jordanian- 
Palestinian meetings will be held 
soon to coordinate our positions 
and reach understanding on how 
to deal with foe (peace) confer- 
ence and matters that follow,” he 
said. 

The prune minister said that it 
was very likely that the «U:S.- 
brokered peace conference wfll 
beheld by the end of October as 
h was scheduled and ruled out 
any delay in holding it since “the 
Palestinians, who are a basic par- 
ty to peace process, have decided 
to support the conference by par- 
ticipating. The conference wfll 
not be delayed unless something 
urgent arises. If that happens, the 
delay would be for a short 
period.” 


^ Israel ‘satisfied,’ but 
si awaits PNC fine print 

ccent- 1 JT 


Baker welcomes Palestinian 
declaration on peace talks 


Baghdad stand-off ends; U.N. 
team, Iraqis work on inventory 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) *- Iraq 
bowed to relentless U.S. and 
UJi. pr es su re Saturday, allowing 
a 44-member inspection team 
probing its nuclear secrets to 
leave a Baghdad car park after a 
four-day confrontation. 

Members of foe U.N. team, 
unshaven and still in the same 
clothes they had worn since the 
standoff began early Tuesday, 
returned to their hotel at around 
dawn saying they had yielded 
nothing. 

Iraqi officials, who had deman- 
ded the inspectors hand over 
records taken and videotapes 
made during a surprise search of 
an atomic energy commission 
office, finally agreed to their re- 
lease provided a fall inventory 
was made. 

“Essentially, we’ve won full 
agreemenfto have the documents 
and the video cameras,” said 
team leader David Kay. “They 
remain in our possession.” 

Team mesnbera met Saturday 
with Iraqi officia ls to catalogue 
secret -documents defeating Iraq’s 
nuclear weapons programme. 

After comjpleting that ^job and 


additional inspections, U.N. offi- 
cials shy, the inspectors will leave 
Iraq — with the documents. 

^They’re going to jnst keep 
going and going and going until 
it’s all done,” said Jeremy Man- 
sfield of foe inspection team. 

Mr. Mansfield, a Canadian, 
spoke to the Associated Press in a 
telephone interview from the 
Hotel Palestine in Baghdad, 
where foe U.N.-Iraqi efforts was 
under way. He estimated it would 
take nearly 24 hours. 

At U.N. headquarters, foe 
head of tfae U.N. Special Com- 
mission in charge of dismantling 
Iraq's weapons of mass destruc- 
tion said Iraq may still be trying 
to oontmue its research on nuc- 
lear weapons. 

“We know that there is still a 
large number of people em- 
ployed” in Iraq’s nodear prog- 
ramme, Rolf Ekeus said Friday. 

U.N. officials says the docu- 
ments uncovered contain records 
of an extensive clandestine pro- 
ject to build nuclear weapons. 

Saturday’s inventory at the 
Baghdad hotel — across the 
street from foe parking tot where 


the in spectors had been detained 
— was stipulated in foe agree- 
ment that ended the standoff 
early Saturday. 

“We are jnst going through the 
mechanics of the agreement,” 
Mr. Mansfield said. 

The agreement eased tensions 
between Iraq and foe U.S.-led 
allies that had been raised to their 
highest level since the Gulf war. 
To pressure Iraq to honour provi- 
sions in the Gulf war ceasefire 
agreement. President George 
Bush dispatched two patriot mis- 
sile battalions to Saudi Arabia 
and reportedly planned to send 
more. 

The showdown began after the 
Iraqis de m anded the inspectors 
turn over documents they had 
seized that detailed Iraq’s secret 
nuclear programme. The inspec- 
tors refused. 

Iraqi troops then surrounded 
the U.N. inspectors, who in- 
ducted 27 Americans, forcing the 
team to camp out in a bus and six 
vehicles outride the Iraqi Atomic 
Energy Commission. 


Saudis demand U.N. mandate 
for new attack against Iraq 


BAHRAIN (AP) — Sawfi Ara- 
bian leaders, wary of Arab-wide 
consequences of a nrihtaiy attack 
on Iraq, have insisted on a U.N. 
mandate for action the United 
States might take against Iraq, 
Arab diplomatic sources said 
Satraday. ' 

They said KingJFabd dismissed 
as unacceptable any action 
against Iraq that does not lave 
world approval similar to flat 
given to Operation Desert Storm, 
winch ended Iraq’s occupation of 
Kuwait inFebrnar y. • 

The sources, who. hoisted on 
anonymity, were explaining foe 
a p p arent change of heart about a 
fresh U.S. uriSaiy strike against 


of ILN, inspection of nuclear and 
chemical weapons sites. 

“Kin g Fhhd would not allow 
any fresh m i li tar y action a gainst 
Iraq without a dear resolution 
fru>. the U.N. Security Council 
and sufficient Arab and. Islamic 
backing,” said one Riyadh-based 


Arab diplomat. 

He conceded that President 
George Bush would not have 
initially ordered the dispatch of 

warplooes without prior consulta- 
tion with the Saudi monarch. 

“Bush is a seasoned d&ptomat 
and understands foe sensitivities 
of foe region,” said the diplomat 

But as the tension was mount- 
ing, 'Sandi officials were already 
pnvately pointing to the massive 
array of hundreds of U.S. air 
force warplanes and helicopter 
gonships still in foe area, and 
contending these would be suffi- 
cient for any militaxy strike. 

The New York Thncs reported 
late last week that Sandi Defence 
Minister Prince Sultan asked 
Washington to turn around foe' 
warplanes that were on their way 
to foe' Kingdom. 

This could not be verified im- 
mediately. But all sources con- 
firmed that foe U-S- planes tfid 
not go to Saudi Arabia. 

Mr. Bush ordered the war- 


planes on standby as be declared 

at tfae UJI. General assembly 
that “we will not compromise” 
with Iraq over its nndear, che- 
mical and bflogical progr am mes 
and its arsenal of Sold mssfles. 

But foe American president 
meanwhile ordered tfae redeploy- 
ment of two battalions of 1,400 
U.S. troops to die Kingdom to 
assemble 96 Patriot missiles 
around major Sandi cities -as a 
defensive curtain against the Iraqi 
Soviet-built Sends. 

An unspecified number of Pat-, 
riots were already in foe King- 
dom, perhaps ~ never shipped 
home after the Gulf war, said 
sources who estimated that each 
battalion would be operating 
three batteries, and each battery 
would have fonrWncbcrs of four 


Jane's Defence Weekly said 
foe Sanfos want to have 26 bat- 
teries of Patriots. 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israel signalled satisfaction Satur- 
day over a Palestinian declaration 
backing a Middle East peace con- 
ference but said it still wanted to 
study the fine print from Algiers. 

“Basically it seems like a posi- 
tive trend but we need fall details 
before we can come out with an 
official statement,” said a govern- 
ment source dose to Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir, speaking on 
condition he was not identified. 

“After all, every step that can 
lead to the conve nin g of the 
conference is an important step.” 

The Palestine National Council 
(PNC) in Algiers early on Satur- 
day welcomed U.S.-Soviet efforts 
to hold Middle Hast confer e nce 
but stopped short of committing 
Palestinians to attend. 

Israel has given conditional 
agreement to attend the talks and 
.the United States is expected to 
issne invitations soon. Washing- 
ton hopes to convene a confer- 
ence next month. 

The key issue of Palestinian 
representation — which wrecked 
U.S. Secretary of Stare James 
Baker’s efforts to promote peace 
talks last year — remains unre- 
solved. 

But Israeli political analysts 

Israel 

rejects 

Iranian 

demand 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israel 
criticised Iran Saturday for saying 
tiie release of more Western hos- 
tages depended on the Jewish 
state freeing more Arab prison- 
ers. 

Israeli defence nmnstry spokes- 
man Danny Naveh said further 
gestures by Israel binged on it 
receiving news, about missing 
Israeli servicemen. 

“We expressed oar wflhngncss 
to m ak e further gestures but we 
, expect foe Iranians will meet 
I their commitment ip give UJI. 
Secretary-General (Javier) Perez 
de Cuellar information,” be said. 

He was reacting to Iranian 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayatfs remarks at a news con- 
ference in the United Nations ai 
which he said Israel should free 
more Arab detainees. 

“One thing that is important is 
the release of foe Lebanese who 
hare been abducted from the’ 
southern part of Lebanon by 
Israel., for fins co mpre hensive 
process of getting the release of 
aD hostages,” Mr. Vdayati said 
Friday. 

It was not dear whether Mr. 
Velayati’s remarks covered 
American hostage Jospeh Qcd- 
pso. A Muslim fundamentalist 
source said Thursday that ho 
would be freed' on or before 
Sunday and that Israel would, in 

(Conti n u e d on page 5) 


said tfae Jewish state was unlikely 
to pull oat although it could use 
delaying tactics. 

’The Israelis are going to pose 
some difficulties in regard to the 
conference and their own parti- 
cipation. But I doubt whether 
Israel can abstain at tins stage 
from the confe ren ce,” said Gabi 
Schefer, professor of internation- 
al affairs at Hebrew University, 
told Israel Radio. 

Israel could not risk a major 
crisis with its guardian ally and 
financial backer, the United 
States. 

“It would be very difficult from 
the Israeli point of view to leave 
the conference. Shamir is now 
trying to see to it that certain 
conditions are met,” Dan Schuef- 
tan, a specialist in Arab-Israeli 
affairs at Hebrew University, told 
Renters. 

Another Israeli official played 
down the PNC decision. 

“The PLO (Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation) is out of the 
political process mid will remain 
out, even after the PNC. There is 
nothing new in their resolutions,” 
said Yossi Olmert, head of 
Israel’s government press office. 

(Continued on page 5) 


NEW YORK (R) — U.S. Secret- 
ary of State James Baker Satur- 
day welcomed a Palestinian dec- 
laration backing a Middle East 
peace conference. 

“Any time we see support for 
the prospect of trying to create a 
peace process in foe Middle East 
we’re very glad to see that,” Mr. 
Baker said. 

He is in New York for a Sfcrfefi 
of meetings around the fringes of 
the United Nations General 
Assembly and spoke to reporters 
before a working breakfast with 
Mongolian Foreign Minister 
Tserenpflyn Gombosuren. 

Mr. Baker, who has seen key 
Middle Eastern ministers in New 
-York over the week, may return 
to the region soon to issue invita- 
tions for an Arab-Israeli peace 
c o nference. 

He said Palestinians, particu- 
larly those living in the Israeh- 
occapied territories, bad the most 
to gain from a viable peace pro- 
cess and tiie most to lose if there 
was not one. 

But State Dep artmen t officials 
said there were no plans yet to 
meet Palestinian leaders in 
Washington next week, as had ' 
been widely reported in foe 
media, though such a meeting 
could not be ruled out. 


The Palestine National Council 
(PNC) in Algiers early Saturday 
welcomed U.S.-Soviet efforts to 
hold a Middle East conference 
but stopped short of committing 
Palestinians to attend. 

The key issue of Palestinian 
representation — which wrecked 
Mr. Baker’s efforts to promot e 
peace talks last year — remains 
unresolved. 

The U.S. administration said 
Friday that the reported presence 
of two Palestinian leaders at tiie 
PNC conference after 9 ' meeting 
U.S. officials did not mean 
Washington was in- contact with 
the PLO- 

State Department spokesman 
Richard Boucher said the United 
States had no contact, direct or 
through intermediaries, with the 
PLO. 

The two leaden, Faisal Hus- 
seiui and Hanan Ashrawi, were 
said to have appeared at tiie PNC 
in Algiers to urge delegates to 
authorise Palestinians to attend 
the peace conference, 

Mr. Hussemi and Dr. Ashrawi, 
who represent Palestinians living 
under Israeli occupation, have 
met repeatedly with Mr. Baker 
over the past seven months as he 
tried to arrange the .Mideast 
peace conference. 


Gorbachev hails Bush call for 
arms cut, but ‘questions remain 9 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev said 
Saturday that U.S. President 
George Bash’s sweeping proposal 
to reduce the U.S. nndear arsen^ 
al “promises a serious movement 
toward a nod ear-free world.” 
Mr. Gorbachev, speaking cm 
national television, had no con- 
crete counterproposal bat called 
Mr. Bush's plan “very positive.” 
He said many questions had to 
be answered before tiie Soviet 
Union could respond. 

Tt is still premature to assess 
the whole scope of these propos- 
als, especially as regards concrete 
Issues,” be said. 

“It would be too hasty on our 
part and unconvincing for every- 
one. Nonetheless, from what we 
know, we can say it is a serious 
proposal although it raises many 
questions in my mind.” 

The sweeping plans announced 
Friday night by President Bosh 
will dramatically reduce the U.S. 
nndear arsenal. 

A senior administration official 
said the moves were being made 
unilaterally with tiie expectation 
that the Soviet Union wfll re- 
ciprocate. If not, the official said, 
foe steps “could and would be 


U.S. begins bold reductions 
in nuclear, alert status 

WASHINGTON (R) — The United States Saturday began major i 
cuts in its midear forces worldwide. 

Defence Secretary Dick Cheney told repo rt ers at the Pentagon 
he bad ordered U.S. strategic nndear bombers off war alert by the 
end of the day and that withdrawal or destruction of 2,600 atomic 
artillery shells, short-range missiles and bombs would begin shortly. . 

“This morning I have signed the ’execute’ order talcing our 
strategic bomber force and our Mmuteman-2 missile force off alret 
status, thereby implementing tiie first part of foe president’s 
decision,” Mr. Cheney told a news conference. 

He said the “standing down” of 40 B-1B and B-52 bombers in the 
United States to routine status after 24 yean of alert and daubing 
America’s short-range midear arsenal could be halted or reversed in 
an emergency. 


According to the plan, the Un- 
ited States will: 

— Bring borne and destroy all' 
of its nndear artillery shells and 
all nuclear warheads for its 
ground-based short-range mis- 
siles. 

— Remove all tactical nndear 
weapons, including ntidear cruise 
misriles, from surface ships and 
attack submarines, and also re- 
move nuclear weapons associated 


with land-based naval aircraft. 
Many of these weapons will be 
destroyed but some will be 
stored. 

— Remove all U.S. strategic 
bombers from day-to-day alert 
status and return their weapons 

to storage. 

— Remove from alert all U.S. 
intercontinental balletic weapons 
scheduled to be deactivated 
under foe recently negotiated 
Strategic Anns Redaction Treaty 
(START). Once START is rati- 
fied, the United States will 
accelerate their elimination. 

. — Scrap plans to put foe 10- 
waihead MX missfle on rail cars 
and to develop a mobile launcher 
for tiie angle-warhead “Midget- 
man” missile 

— Cancel the nndear short- 
range attack missile. 

— Create a new U.S. strategic 
command designed to improve 
command and control of all U.S. 
strategic and nndear forces. 


— Propose the United States 
and the Soviet Union seek early 
agreement to eliminate all inter- 
continental ballistic missiles 
(ICBMS) until multiple warheads 
from their inventories. 

— Propose discnssxnis ywfo the 
Soviet Union to exptorc£on)era- 
tkm on nod ear comnraw and 
control, warhead seemas and 
safety, and safe and m>ffs§mien- 
tafly responsible storqfg^rans- 
partathm, dismantling $ 8 g des- 
truction. 1 %$, 

Mr. Gorbachev saidfl^pbday: . 
“What I have to say SSffpfoe 
proposals are too 
to able to give an asselppcro 
them at the momenL’^^^^ 
He noted that the 
als was a unilateral 
Mr. Bush’s urged a “boS^aj^w--; 

response*— *-r 

Mr. Gorbachev repeated a 
longstanding Soviet proposal that 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Iraq calls for probe 
into American 


burying of its troops 


UNTIED NATIONS (R) — 
Iraq's foreign minister called Fri- 
day far an international investiga- 
tion and condemnation of the use 
of United States tanks to bury 
Iraqi troops alive in tfaeir trenches 
during the Gulf war. 

“The battle front ... witnessed 
the worst of American ignominy 
and cowardice when the Amer- 
icans chose to use tank plough* u> 
bury thousands of Iraqi soldiers 
alive in their trendies instead of 
having to fight them on the bat- 
tlefield," Foreign Minister 
Ahmad Hussein Khudayer said in 
a speech to the U.N. General 
Assembly. 

He said Pentagon sources 
admitted the “actual perpe tr ation 
of this abject operation" when 
the story was published in the 
American press earlier this 
month. 

‘We call upon the internation- 


al community through this 
gathering and through the other 


regional and international orga- 
nisations to condemn this crimin- 
al act, investigate it and hold its 
perpetrators fully responsible." 
he said. 

. “We also call upon the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross to conduct an investigation 
of the matter and take the mea- 
sures necessary for the. bodies of 
our . martyrs to be brought 
home.” 

Near the start of his speech, the 
minister expressed regret that 
U.S. President George Bush, in a 
speech to the assembly on Mon- 
day, resorted to “untoward 
attacks against the president of 
my country in a- manner incom- 
patible with diplomatic practice." 

“If we were to call the Amer- 
ican president names, as he 
allowed himself to do to my 
president, we Would wonder 


what to call one who killed 
women, children and the elderly 
with his pieces and missiles, who 
bombarded iiae Amirieh shelter 
(in Baghdad) killing more women 
and children, what we could call 
one who gave the orders to bury ■ 
Iraqi soldiers alive, one whose 
forces targeted baby-food factor- 
ies, and lastly one who insists on 
depriving a population of 18 mil- 
lion from food and medicine and 
all other means of livelihood." 

Referring to U.N. sanctions 
imposed on Iraq aiier its invasion 
of Kuwait last year, Mr. Khu- 
dayer said the continuation of the 
"inhuman embargo against Iraq 
and its people in spite of Iraqi 
acceptance of all Security Council 
resolutions” was a flagrant ex- 
ploitation of their suffering for 
purely political aims. 

He said no council resolutions 
authorised the United States and 
its allies to destroy Iraq. 

“No one in his right mind can 
accept that destruction of all Iraqi 
civilian installations was their 
only way to force the Iraqi forces 
out of Kuwait." 

The minister departed from his 
prepared speech to criticise the 
manner in which U.N. inspectors 
changed with finding and des- 
troying Iraq’s weapons of mass 
destruction conducted them- 
selves. 

He said the American leader of 
a U.N. team, David Kay, had ■ 
attempted to seize the personnel 
files of atomic energy experts. 

Repeating previous Iraqi asser- 
tions; he said these documents 
that were not covered by Security 
Council resolutions demanding 
the U.N. dismantle Iraq’s 
weapons of mass destruction. 

He said this was a risk to the 
life of those people because the 
files would inevitably reach fore- 



Ahmad Hqssdn Ai Khudayer 


agencies, such as 
I's Mossad, which he ac- 
cused of having already assassin- 
ated Iraqi nuclear experts. 

He personally attacked Mr. 
Kay as the same person who 
previously “made the same noise 
a prinst Iraq.” 

-His timing, the minister said, 
was to make sure the economic 
embargo against Iraq stayed in 
place and showed the “tenden- 
tious nature of this group. " 


The Iraqi minister said the 
ion of 


question of Palestine was the 
most flagrant example of wbat he 
called the double standard 
adopted by the countries of the 
West, led by the United States. 

“While many countries call for 
the implementation of interna- 
tional legitimacy and seek to hide 
their illegitimate acts against Iraq 
behind that slogan , some of them 
still ‘ignore me rights of the 
Palestinian people," he said. 

He said the first thing to be 
implemented was an Israeli with- 
drawal from all occupied Palesti- 
nian te rri to ri es, including Jeru- 
salem, and a halt to the immigra- 
tion of Jews from the Soviet 
Union and other countries. 


“We stress that Iraq's princi- 
pled stand is to support the 
Palestinian people led by the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion in its straggle to regain all its 
firm rights," Mr. Khudayer said. 


Iran to hold on to Iraqi planes 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Turkey’s insist- 
ence on a higher rate for 
transit charges of Iraqi oil 
through its territory is slow- 
ing down the beginning of 
Iraqi oil exports worth $1.6 . 
Union endorsed by the Un- 
ited Natrons Security Council 
earlier this month, according 
to higMy-informed sources 
who add that they remained 
hopeful that the issue would 
be resolved soon.’ 

“The Turkish position is 
understandable but not k»gk> 
■al,” said the source, an offi- 
cial of a United Nations spe- 
cial panel, set up to handle 
U.N.-imposed procedures' re- 
lated to the restricted Iraqi 
oil exports through pipelines 
in Turkish territory to the 
Mediterranean. 

“Hie prevailing thought 
(in the U.N.) is that the 
amount demanded by Turkey 
is too high,” die source said 
confirming that Ankara was 
asking for roughly $1 per 
barrel compared with 77 
cents prior to the Gulf crisis. 

According to the source, 
who insisted cm anonymity, 
Turkey, which argues that it 
lost up to S38Q nation in oil 
transit charges as a result of 
the closure of the pipeline 
.since August 1990, has prop- 
osed a total of $264 million as 
its foes for allowing the li- 
mited Iraqi oil exports. 

“Contacts are continuing, 
and we hope that an agree- 
ment will be reached spoil,” 
the source added. 

The proceeds from the ofl 
sales win be channelled to a 


special fond, which will, use 
part of the amount to meet 
the food and medicine needs 
of Iraq and part to pay costs 
incurred by the U.N. to 
monitor Iraq’s compliance 
with Gulf ceasefire terms and 
.destroying Iraq's des- 
truction weapons. 

The souree agreed with in- 
dependent estimates that the 
net amount that would reach 
Iraq in the form of food and 
medicine could be less than 
$700 million, “and ‘it could 
still go down if the Turkish 
demand is met in fioll. n 

Iraq, . despite its rejection 
of U.N. controls, is fully 
geared up to start limited ofl 
exports after a 13-month 
hiatus brought about by the 
international trade embargo 
imposed against it folkwing 
its invasion of Kuwait in Au- 
gust 1990. 

Oil experts believe that the 
bulk- of the exports win find 
its way to Europe. They have 
calculated that Iraq needs to 
export 500,000 bands a day 
— equivalent to one super- 
tanker a week — for six 
months to reach the $1.6 
bffiioo mark. 

. According to Iraqi sources, 
ofl fac ilities in Iraq have been 
repaired to the extent that 
the country can export up to 
1.18 million barrels pea: day 
Initially and raising the 
volume to the fall capacity of 
IS million barrels a day of 
the Turkish pipeline. This 
- might bring down the time 
element to less than three 
mouths to reach the $1.6 
billion figure. 

The 960-kflometre twin 
pipeline from the northern ofl 


Adds of Iraq to Turkey’s 
Mediterranean terminals has 
sot been damaged in the 
allied bombing during the 
war. It is believed that the 
pipeline was spared after a 
specific request was made by 
Turkey to the allied coalition 
winch fought the Gulf war 


Under the system. prop- 
osed by the U.N., 30 per cent 


3Upera 
_;wulbe^ 
aside as war reparations to be 
paid by Iraq under Security 
Council resolutions setting 
Gulf war ceasefire terms, In 
addition, the cost of UN. 
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* »;> 
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Over eight mflfion barrels 
of oil still m the pipelines 
through Turkey in addition to, 
1_58 million barrels in 12 
tanks at the Ttaritish terminal 
of Yumurtalik, according to 
Iraqi 03 Ministry sources. 

Close to another 30 million 
bands remain in two other 
pipelines, running through 

Saudi territory to the Red 
Sea port of Yanbu, but this 
stock will have to await better 
political relations .between 
Baghdad and Riyadh, the 
sources said. In any event, 
these facilities have sustained 
considerable damage, they 
added. 

Traders uho have, dealt 
with Iraq prior to the Gulf 
crisis say that Italy, France, 
Turkey, Spain and Greece 
would be the main buyers of 
Iraqi oil. Norway said this 
week that it was. t em p orari ly 
lifting the ban on Iraqi oil. 
Shnihr announceme n t s are 
expected from other coun- 
tries soon. 

American oil companies 
are not expected to buy Iraqi 
erode for several reasons, the 
first and foremost being poli- 
tical and then the bureaucra- 
tic pro ced ur es under which 
buyers settle accounts 
th ro ugh an escrow account 
controlled by the United Na- 
tions. 


of Iraq’s mass destruction 
wea pon s wfll.abo be paid for 
from die revenues. 

Outstanding claims by any 
government or any other par- 
ty against Iraq will not be 
e n t er t ai ned under the escrow 
account. 
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UN. conditions attached 
to the sale include: 

— AH contracts for Iraqi 
oil -exports have to be 
approved - by the Security 
Council’s Sanctions Commit- 
tee. Purchasers should notify 
the committee and follow the 
procedures set up by the 
co mmi ttee; 

— Purchasers will open a 
letter of credit favouring a 
U.N. escrow account for each 
' transactions; 

- — The export*;, will be li- 
mited to the Kirkuk- 
Yumurtalik pipeline; 

— U.N. -appointed inspec- 
tors will verify that the price 
is realistic in terms of prevail- 
ing market conditions; 

— The cal exports win be 
immune from claims from 
any quarters against Iraq; 

The procedures for essen- 
tial food and medicine sup- 
plies for Iraq indude: 

— Hie Iraqi government 
will provide lists of require- 
ments and these fids are sub- 
ject to approval by the Sane-, 
tions Committee. 


— The c om m it t e e wffl m. 
turn also inform the U.N; 
secretory-general of- each' 
approved Iraqi purchase con- 
tract and the secretary- 
general-wffi. authwise pay- 
ment from' -the escrow 
account 

- — United Nations agents 
will monitor every phase of 
the transaction and can pfeya- 
cafly inspect the goods and 
flic time of entry to Iraq. 

— Distribution of goods. 

.will bearranged. between foe 
UN., represented by special 
eovoyPnnre^tKlruddm Aga 
Khan, and the Iraqi govern- 
ment but the UN. wfll have 
the final say in d et e rminin g 
which areas and which seo* 
tprs vrifl have priority in. re- 
ceiving supplies. 

Although Iraq has vehe- 
mently rejected the U.N. su- 
pervision and sought a five- 
year moratorium in. paying 
war repar a tions to Kuwait 
and other parties, Baghdad 
has no choice but to accept 
the limited deal since internal 
difficulties are mounting. y: 

■ A recommendation by the 


r .“it ■* * 




U.N. secretary-general that 
the permitted amount of Ira- 
qi oil sales be raised to $2.4 
bflfioo from SI-6 bflfloa was 
rejected by the Security 
Council. 


According to the com- 
munications and transport 
minister of Iraq, Abdul Sat- 
tar AJ Mmni r even an amount, 
of $2.6 billion will be bo-' 
where near Iraq’s needs of : 
food and medicine. Hbwev-. - 
er, he haspledged that aH ofl 
proceeds will be used on Iraqi \ 
people. . ; 






Iran, Gulf states promise 
peaceful settling of disputes 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— Iran is willing to return several 
Kuwaiti commercial jetliners 
seized -by Iraq during its 1990 
invasion of Kuwait, but will keep 
more than 130 Iraqi military 
planes for the time being, a top 
Iranian official said Friday. 

Foreign Minister Ali Ale bar 
Vdayati told a news conference 
. that the fate of the Iraqi air force 
planes, mostly fighters and k>w- 
. level bombers, “depends on the 
United Nations," but declined to 
be more specific. 

The United Nations is charged 
with neogitating an end to the 
eight-year Iran -Iraq wpr and the 
planes could figure in a final set- 
tlement of war damages. Also,, 
during the Gulf crisis, the United 
Nations ordered a freeze on all 
Iraqi assets worldwide. 

Faring mounting losses at the 
bands of U.S. and allied war- 
planes during the Gulf war, Iraqi 
pilots flew about 140 planes to 
neighbouring Iran'. 

. Although it was not clear 
whether foe pilots were acting 


under order to save Iraq’s fast- 
dwindling air force or defecting 
on their own, several of the 
planes were shot down by the 
allies en route and others crash- 
landed in Iran. 

Iran later announced that Iraqi 
{Hanes landing at its bases would 
1 be impounded until foe end of 
. hostilities. 

U.S. military officials said that 
about 140 Iraqi aircraft fled to 
Iran, including most of Iraq’s 
top-line, Soviet-built MiG-29s as 
well as a variety of other combat 
and support planes. ' Some re- 
portedly were retained with Ira- 
nian air force markings. 

“They arefoerc and it depends 
on the decisions of the U.N., foe 
destiny of these airerft,” Mr. 
Velayati said in response to a 
question. 

He said “some civilian planes" 
belonging to Kuwait and seized 
by the Iraqis at Kuwait’s interna- 
tional airport would be returned 
to that country. “We have asked 
a delegation to come and start 
negotiations to get these {Hanes," 


he said. 

While Mr. Velayati did not 
offer precise figures, an Iraqi 
journalist said there were six 
Kuwaiti Airbus jetliners in Ira- 
nian hands. 


‘Israel must free more Arabs’ 


Mr. Velayati also said that 
Israel must release more Arab 
prisoners to gain freedom for the 
remaining Western hostages in 
Lebanon. . 

Mr. Velayati told the news 
conference that U.N. Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar, 
who mediated the release of three 
hostages from Lebanon since Au- 
gust, remained very optimistic 
about the prospects for eight 
other foreigners still being held 
captive. . 

“One thing that h important is 
the release of the Lebanese who 
have been abducted from the 
southern part of Lebanon by 
Israel... for this comprehensive 
process of getting foe release of 
all hostages," Mr. Velayati said. 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — Iran 
and its Gulf Arab neighbours 
have defined their relationship in 
the post-Gulf war era, promising 
to settle disputes peacefully and 
recognise each other’s frontiers. 

United in their opposition to 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait, the 
foreign ministers of Iran and the 
six-member Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) issued a. state- 
ment Friday saying they would 
meet again early in 1992. 

Meanders ot the GCC are Saudi 
Arabia, Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, 

Oman and the United Arab Emi- 
rates. 

Iran has been eager to allay 
traditional mis t ru st with the Gulf 
countries and assume a more 
prominent regional role after the 
Gulf war. 


Following is the conmunique 


issued^by^he foreign ministezkof 


the GCC and Iran following 
meeting at die United Nations 
Friday. . 

The foreign ministers of die 
GCC and the Islamic Republic of 
(Iran held their second annual 
| meeting; in New York on Sept. 
27, 1991. 

The ministers reviewed issues 


of mutual interest in a spirit of 
Islamic brotherhood and cordial- 
ity. They expressed satisfaction at 
foe development of their rela- 
tions and reiterated their deter- 
mination to continue strengthen- 
ing their relations and coopera- 
tion in various fields, based on 
the principles of the charters of 
the United Nations and the Orga- 
nisation of the Islamic Confer- 
ence and international law applic- 
able to die development of cor- 
, dial 'relations among their na- 
tions, and in particular respect for 
sovereignty and territorial in^ 
tegrity, inviolability of interna- 
tionally recognised boundaries, 
peaceful settlement of disputes, 
non-resort to force or the threat 
of nse of force in their relations, 
non-interference in the . internal 
affairs of each other, and promo- 
tion of dialogue and mutual 
understandi ng . 

The ministers reviewed the car- 
rent level of relations between 
foe GCC countries and the Isla- 
mic Republic of Iran and agreed, 
to meet in the region at the 
ministerial level in the first quar- 
ter of 1992 with a view to estab- 
Bshing a framework for die stren- 
tbeniag of their relations. 


Extracts from Palestinian resolution on peace conference 


ALGIERS (R) — Following 
is a Reuter translation of 
extracts from the Middle- East 
peace conference resolution . 
passed Saturday by the-Pales- 
trne National Council (PNC): 

In harmony with the 
Palestinian peace intiative in f 
1988 and international and 
Arab legality die PLO has 
dealt in a positive and effec- 
tive manner with foe interna- 
tional peace ideas, proposals 
and initiatives which were 
based on international 
legality. 

And it has also welcomed 
foe positive elements in foe 
address of American Presi- 


dent George Bush and the 
stands of the European Com- 
munity, The Soviet Union, 
non-aligned states and other 
international entities. 

The PLO, which has wel- 
comed the current peace 
efforts and dealt with them 
positively including the call 
announced by Presidents 
Bush and Gorbachev to con- 
vene foe peace conference on 
resolving the conflict in the ■ 
Middle East, sees that die 
success of the efforts to con- 
vene fob peace conference 
requires continuing work 
with the other parties to 
achieve the following princi- 


ples: 

1. The peace conference 
based on mternational legal- 
ity and its resolutions — in- 
cluding Security Cornual Re- 
solutions 242 and 338 and 
abiding by their implementa- 
tion — which ensure the .full 
Israeli w i t hdraw al from Arab 
and Palestinian occupied 
lands including sacred Jeru- 
salem, and enshrine the prin- 
ciple of land for peace and 
foe national and political 
rights of the Palestinian 
people. 

2. Stressing the consderation 
of Jerusalem as an indivisible 
part of the Palestinian occu- 


pied land, and in line with 
U.N. and Security Council 
resolutions that which applies 
to all occupied lands applies 
to Jerusalem. 


and outside die homeland, 
including Jerusalem. The 
establishing of a formula Cor 
PLO participation and an 


3. A bait to the building of 
settlements on occupied land, 
including sacred Jerusalem, 
as an indispensable necessity 
to start the peace process and 
the necessity to provide inter- 
national guarantees to ensure 
that. 


equal footing and with the 


as the point of rejfer- 


4. The right of die PLO, as 
the sole legitimate repre- 
sentative of the Palestinian 
people, to form the Palesti- 
nian delegation from made 


5. Coordinating die Arab 
stances to ensure a compre- 
hensive peace and eliminate 
separate solutions in line with 
Arab summits’ resolutions. 

6. Ensuring die linkage be- 
tween the stages of the solu- 
tion to arrive at a final and 
comprehensive solution 
according to international 
legality. 


Algerian 

opposition 

leader 

arrested 


ALGIERS (R) — Security forces 
have arrested the interim leader 
of Algeria's .main opposition par- 
ty, the Muslim fundamentalist 
Islami c Salvation Front (FIS), af- 
ter storming its Algiers headquar- 
ters, the party sand. 

Sheikh Abdul Kader Hachani 
was arrested several hours after 
Friday prayers by six armed 
police buret into the offices of the 
front’s provisional executive 
bureau, a party statement added. 

Sheikh Hachani, 35, was de- 
putising for FIS leaders Abassi 
Madam add Ah Belbadj who 
were detained insane on charges 
•of conspiracy' against the state 
after fundamentalist street, vio- 
lence, in which officials said 55 
persons died. „ 

Troops and riot pofice sur- 
rounded the Bab Al Oued mos- 
que, a major FIS rallying point in 
an Algiers suburb, to p rev ent, 
fundamentalists entering the. 
building Friday, witnesses said. 

Sh eikh Hachani, denounced 
die “besieging of foe mosques” 
but called! on supporters to dis- 
perse quietly and avoid forming 
groups. 

President Chadh Benjedid im- 
posed a state of siege on June 5, 
sacked the gove rnm ent and post- 
poned mnth-party elections plan- 
ned for June after a series- of 
strikes by the FIS triggered stree t 
violence.. 

The state of siege, declared for 
four months, will end on Sunday, 
six days before it was due to 
expire. 

The show of force around the 
Friday appeared to be a 
to the FIS that the author- 
ities would nett tolerate disturb- 
ances two days before a state of 
siege is to be lifted. 


The government wants to hold 
multi-jarty elections before the 
end of the year. 


EC seeks Cyprus wording before talks ■ 


BRUSSELS (R) — ■ European Community (EC) foreign 
will try Monday to raise their concern about Cyprus in a wart ■ 
which will not spoil their first formal political talks with Turtosy^t 
for five years, EC sources said Friday. The last 
EC-Tnrkey Association Comfcal attempted to meet in 4968* 1 1 
Turkey boycotted the talks on learning that Cyprus would W 
mentioned, at Greece’s insistence, in tire ECs opening statement^ 
Turkey alone recognises a setf-prodaimed Tuiitish-Qrpriot state' 
protected by Turkish troops in the northern third of the island. 
Die. EC’s Dutch presidency initiated Monday’s association 
.council meeting as a positive gesture towards Ankara, winch-ina 
drawn closer to the West, especially in supporting the U.S.4ed 
c oalitio n against Iraq in file Gulf war. But Greek Prime Minister 
Constantine Mrtsotakis said in Athens Thursday that there could 
be no rapprochement between the EC and Turkey until the 
. Cyprus dispute was resolved, adding that Greece expired its EC 
partners to support this attitude. "The Greeks are looking to 
provoke a dramatic outcome,” one EC source said after EC 
national government officuk failed this week to come up with a 
wmtling on Cyprus which would satisfy Athens without shirking a 
Tyfash walkout. EC diplomats said ministers would «tu«k« a last 
00 Monday to find a common position, a few hours 
before they were due to meet and then dine with a Turkish . 
delegation led by Foreign Minister Safa Giray, 


Nigeria verifying identities of deportees 


security agents are still questioning some 
^foe 560 people deported from Libya to verify their daims of J 
hang Nigerians, Vice-President Augustus Aikhottm said Friday. - ' 
jtj ,flBlSoB ! J ,he security agents want to find 
answers to, Mr. Aikhomn told reporters. “If you say you are a 

*° kno T your 10081 fiovernment area. We want 
toknow how you came about your travel. documents. Did they 
raignrate from im or pur embassy in Tripoli,” Mr! Aikhomn 

SELf Mefinf- The deportees, brought to 

Mgena aboard Libyan planes since tateAugust, have been* 

SS’ElTJ li p &s» ded . 


^ qu oted some of the remaining deportees «, 

“"^rogation. They compkuned that 
Ca, ? p “ harf. theS^raed 
‘J notcd secnr «y sources as saying that 90 per 
ceat of the deportees who arrived on Sept. 10 and fete passports; 


Floods kill one fri northern Iran 


NICOSIA (R) — Floods m Iran’s northern Gflan province kitted 
one person and. severely damaged several villages,'' the naf fon ai 
ftanum nira® agency IRNA reported on Satm^The rancv 
received m Qypras, said foe floods followed heavy rain Relief 
-g™-* had rush ed food, ctefaa. terns andSK'Slte 
province bordering the Caspian Sea. 
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UNRWA commission tours 
camps, shocked by 
crowded conditions 


AMMAN. — Members of die 
4 advisory conmnsaon of the Un- 

“ t"'- Nations ReKrf and Works 

’ -5 Agency (UNRWA) Saturday' 

\ ^ v.. toured refugee camps in and 

K f ki around Amman and said later 
r’ ’ r ' that they were shocked at the 
r\- oEHKfitiou' of schools ■ congested 
'1%^% with great numbers of students - 
f ■■■? *35^2 including thousands who re* 
“■ 1 J turned -from Kuwait. 

UNRWA schools aiie located 
inside the camps, winch were' 
■ ” CH 1 visited by the commisSKm ncm- 
4 ~i here, who also toured the health 

L ‘ :if -7^?* centres and rehabilitation units 
* v:;, I *1 and were briefed on the agency’s 
i services, according to Japan’s 

: representative in the c ommiwarm t 

Tetsuya Endo. 

- r ' . J ! “We believe that the United 
-/"J., 5; 1 Nations ought to give mote atten- 

V tkw to the Vocational and health 
t \ ^7* * services carried out by the agency 

in Jordan and other fields or 
•_ operation in the area,”. said Mr. 

' :ar s: £r Endo in an mterviewwitb the 
: ' Jwdan Times shortly after con- 
7," f**- ^.4 docting the tour in the camps. 

I ‘ ~ z UNRWA was earlier reported 

.'.to have accepted nearly 6,000 

" [ ' fjjreturnee children and was strug- 

- j gling to offer students and needy 
J '" J :«(; } refugees educational and health 

V ’ services. 

' " • Cj “We visited the c e ntres for the 
rehabilitation of disabled and 
, ■ were impressed by UNRWA 

workers and local resident trying 
\ ~ s ' f l ~ K to offer help to the handicap- 

i>u"l 


By Etta Naarnflah 

Jordan limes Staff Reporter 
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ped,” Mr. Endo said. 

But, he added, tire agency 
needs .assistance, to offer better 
services in this respect 

“We are gong to die occupied 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip via 
the King Hussein Bridge tomor- 
row in order to conduct a similar 
- tour of the camps there,” Mr. 
Endo said. “Our observations 
and impressions w21 be discussed 
in detail at a meeting in Vienna 
next week with tl^ commissioner 
general, Mr- liter Turkmen, who 
plans to submit a detailed report 
on; the subject and UNRWA’s 
finan c ial situation to the U.N. 
.General Assembly soon.” 

Apart from Japan, the advisory 
co mm is si on groups representa- 
* fives of Belgium, Egypt, France, 
•Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Turkey, 
the United Kingdom and the 
United States. They held a meet- 
ing in Amman last week to dis- 
cuss UNRWA-related affairs. 

At its first ever meeting outside 
Vienna, the commission heard 
Jordan’s delegate submitting a 
number of requests to the agency 
for promoting services to the 
refugees.' 

Adel Irsheid, who is director of 
the Foreign Ministry’s ■ Depart- . 
ment for Palestinian Affairs, 
spoke on behalf of the Arab 
countries hosting refugees and 
demanded strong other thing s 
that UNRWA headquarters be 
moved to Beirut from Vienna to 
be closer to the fields of opera- 
tions for the refugees and to cut , 
down on expenses.. I 
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J=j Symposium highlights 
Jjjj dangers and responsibilities 
t = \ of press during war 


| By Maha Addari * 

| Special to the. Jordan Hates 


“There are 260,000 journalists 
in 106 organisations in 92 coun- 
tries that stretch over five conti- 

IAMMAN — The Jordan Press ** 

]Assodation (JPA), in coopera- S**® 1 ™sp<®nbflity ” Mr. Gat»- 
|tion with the International Orga- , 

misation of Journalists (IOJ), **! sym ^S^J? UeC ^ 

(Saturday started an international attempouto journahstev^ cover 
kympodum, entitled “Media conflicte and their role m attam- 
jCoverage at Times of War. Ob- complete mfoxmation during 
jeei ity and the Role of Journal- sn ~ tm^. 

V . . / . - , - l- . - Ha added that TOPk mamr 


ists” at which die subject of jour- 
Igafists’ safety whilecoveriug con- 
vict was presented and discussed. 
{ The symposium, the first of its 
land in Jordan, taking place at 

£ Plaza Hotel, comes in the first 
r after the IOJ adopted a 
stitntiem that tries to give 
proper dimension to the profes- 
sional ' aspect of journalism; 
Hashem Khreisat, the president 
of JPA said. 

I “This seminar is held in the 
prst year after IOJ progressed 
beyond a historic landmark by 
adopting a more developed con- 
stitution anted to its march to 
moader horizons in the service of 
journalism and journalists so that 
row information can be treated in 


snch times.”. 

■ He added that IOFs major 
goals include stoppi ng war prop- 
aganda, calling for the prevention 
of war, and promoting peace for 
all peoples which are in tune with 
the United Nations* section 
against war propaganda. 

Minister of Information 
Khaledl Al-Karaki, who depu- 
tised for His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, said that 
the interaction during this sympo- 
sium between journalists from 
many outstanding organisations 
will increase journalists know- 
ledge as they share their experi- 
ences in covering war apd as they 
move forwar d in achieving more 
freedom/of expression so that 


Ability meeting with the aspira- 
tions of tiie journalists of the 
^jrorld,” said Mr. Khreisat, 

Hayed* and are 


ment, detention and censorship 
jAen covering wan ami crises. 
The director general of IOJ, 
raid Gatinot, said that IOJ has 
great responsibility for the 
many journalists and must, thexe- 
fbre, ensure their safety arid their 
freedom, of expression at all. 


what goes on around them and 
form a wall against injustices so 
that they present to people an 
undistoited picture of what is 
happening and aid people in 
knowing the truth when informa- 
tion is altered or censored. It is at 
such times that journalists* free- 
dom is not restricted,” Dr. A1 
Karalti said. 

The symposium, which will last 
three days, in du des working pap- 
era presented by joanuffists 'dfe- 
cassing their experiences while 
covering wars and other related 
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Prime hOrister Taher Masri addresses meeting ha 
which he called for p ev hd i l governors to be 


w frnrffd with more aathority so as to deal with 
problems affecting their areas (Petra photo). 


Prime minister urges provincial 
governors to address problems 



AMMAN (Petra) — Decentra- 
lisation and entrusting further au- 
thority in provincial governors to 
enable them to deal with pressing 
issues in their own regions were 
discussed in detail by Prime 
Minster Taher Masri aLa meeting 
with provincial governors in the 
Kingdom. 

The meeting, attended by 
Minister of Interior Jawdat A1 
Sboul-and other officials, focused 
on proper measures by which the 
provincial gov e rnors can help the 
government find solutions to loc- 
al problems, according to Mr. 
SbooJ. 

Speaking after the meeting 


with the prime minister, Mr. 
Sboul said that the meeting was 
within the framework of the Mas- 
ri government’s policy of enhanc- 
ing the concept of democracy and 
in line with the directives given to 
the government by His Majesty 
King Hussein. 

The prime minister was keen to 
inform the governors of the new 
economic, political and social de- 
velopments on -the local and re- 
1 gkraal levels and the efforts being 
exerted by the government to 
deal with them, the interior 
minister said. 

The prime minis ter stressed the 


Discoverer of Petra to be honoured 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An exhibi- 
tion of photographs of the 
Swiss explorer Johann L. Uuro- 
khardt will be opened at the 
Nabatean dty of Petra Monday 
at a ceremony to be attended 
by Her Majesty Queen Noor 
and Minister of Tourism Abdul 
Karim A1 Kabariti as well as 
other officials and dignitaries. 

At the Mremcmy^the Queen 
will .prerent aT swaai/f Royal 


Burkhaidgs- m recognition of 
his great service to the King- 
dom by discovering the rose 
red dty in 1812. Tbe medal will 
be presented to Jacob Bur- 
khardt who is traveffing to Jor- 
dan from Switzerland for the 
ceremony. 

The Swiss explorer, who 
lived between 1784 and 1817, 
was the first European in mod- 
ern times to visit the ancient 
dty of Petra and to arrive at 
the great Egyptian Temple at 
Abu Simbel. 

Mr. Bnrckhardt, who was 
educated in England, toured 
parts of Greater Syria to learn 
Arabic and to accustom him- 
self to Muslim life. In 1812, en 
route from Syria to Cano, he 
discovered the important site 
of Petra. 

Mr. Bnrckhardt, who took 
the name of Sheikh Ibrahim 
and often wore Mnslim dress, 
left his large collection of Ara- - 
bic m anuscripts to Cambridge 
University. 

The ceremony at Petra will 
include riding through the Siq 
on horses ans chariots towards 
the Khazneh where the Queen 
will hand over the decoration 
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L-V’u Ludwig SurcfeiurEk 
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bestowed by His Majesty King 
Hussein to Jacob Bnrckhardt. 

Among those to be attend- 
ing the ceremony will be Swiss 
ambassador to Jordan Bernar- 


dino Sdolli and Luc Boisson- 
nas, director of the Arts Coun- 
cil of Switzerland. The exhibi- 
tion will remain cnpen until 
Oct. 9. 


Two leftist deputies cal 
on Masri to resign 

Jordan has ‘no interest’ in 
current peace process, they say 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Two leftist de- 
puties at the Lower House of 
Pariiament Saturday called on 
Prime Minister Taher Masri to 
resign “because Jordan has no 
interest in joining the peace 


■ need for provincial governors to 
implement programmes designed 
to promote services in their re- 
spective regions in accordance 
with a set of priorities.. 

Among other topics discussed 
at the meeting was the question 
of conducting a census of the 
number of stock breeders in va- 
rious provinces, be said. 

Mr. Sboul added that the prime 
minister instructed the governors 
to have a very careful and accu- 
rate census with a view to helping 
decision-makers and concerned 
authorities to conduct fair dis- 
tribution of fodder and animal 
feed. 


Deputies Fakhri Kawar and 
Mansonr Murad, both from 

the Jordan Arab National 
Democratic Alliance (JAN- 
DA), also urged fellow minis- 
ters to resign “because the 
government is going ahead to- 
wards a settlement of surren- 
der." 

In a statement read out at a 
press conference, Mr. Kawar 
charged that- Mr. Masri bad 
told JANDA, which has five 
ministers in the government, 
that there was no settlement 
for the Palestine question and 
that the U.S. and President 
George Bush “were only man- 
oeuvring." 

There has been newsreports 


that Mr. Masri was about to 
reshuffle his cabinet and that 
certain JANDA ministers will 
resign. On Friday, Mr. Masri 
told the French news agency 
(AFP) that the reshuffle is 
“routine and limited.” 

Mr. Kawar said he and his 
colleagues — Mr. Murad and 
deputy Hosni Shuyab, who 
could not attend the press con- 
ference because he was travell- 
ing — were not talking on 
behalf of JANDA. 

“We (JANDA)" held meet- 
ings but did not reach a deci- 
sion” on whether to remain in 
the government, Mr. Kawar 
said. He said that there were 
different points of view at 
JANDA. 

He added that be under- 
stood that Jordan was under 
tremendous pressure to attend 
tibe conferene but said be saw 
no reason why Jordan should 
attend. “The Arab position is 
weak, the Arabs are defeated" 
and any settlement mil be m 
the interests of Israel and the 


‘U.S., the leader of the new 
world order, be said. 

Asked what alternative be is 
offering if Jordan did .not 
attend, Mr. Kawar said “we 
have no altematiye.” 

Mr. Murad added: “Going 
to the peace conference will 
not save us of all sorts of 
pressures^ What will save ns is 
to leara the lessons of the past, 
especially the last one, the ’ 
U.S. insistence on destroying 
Iraq." 

“We should build a new and 
modem Jordan in which the 
people take their role in facing 
the challenges," he said. 

In their statement to the 
press, the deputies stressed 
that only more democracy and 
people participation will en- 
sure a stronger .Jordan. 

“We must put an end to 
bureaucracy, corruption and 
bribery in the government 
* administrative body. People’s 
freedoms must be guaranteed . 
— and people's potentials must 
be released,” die statement 
said. 


Local ADC chapter confiny 
efforts to rally opposition 
to Israeli loan guarantees 


By Nnr Sadi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — On the occasion of 
Child: Day, Oct. 7, the Arab- 

American Anti-Discrimination 
Committee (ADC) is organising a 
march with an estimated 250 chil- 
dren from the refugee camps 
talcing part. 

The children will be p rotes ti ng 
the $10 billion loan guarantees 
designed for the building of illeg- 
al Israeli settlements in the occu- 
pied territories. “It is an opposi- 
tion by children, who do not have 
any chance ofgrowing up normal- 
ly, directed to the U.S. govern- 
ment,” said Dr. Aida Dabbas, 
director of tire ADC chapter in 
Jordan. 

Although Quid . Day was 
puked as a suitable day for the 
march, the rally will take place on 
Oct. 13. 

So far, it is not known whether 
the marchers will head for the 
U.S. embassy or die United Na- 
tions headquarters. 

The ADC, in protest of the 
illegal funding to Israel by the 
United States, in cooperation 
with the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency (UNRWA) 


schools, will also be gathering a 
group of children to paint draw- 
ings on the theme “Palestinian 
Child and Settlements.” 

This will allow the children to 
express their feelings about 
Israeli settlements and what .im- 
pact it has to their life,” Dr.' 
Dabbas told the Jordan Times. 

After being exhibited in Jor- 
dan, tiie drawings win be sent to 
the ADC chapters in the United 
States where they will be exhi- 
bited and then sent as a gift to 
U.S- President George Bnsh. 

The ADC chapter in Jordan 
has been campaigning vehement- 
ly against the loan guarantees 
through letter writing to! Presi- 
dent Bnsh, Secretary of State 
James Baker and United Nations 
Ambassador Thomas Pickering. 

‘We have been urging Jorda- 
nians to write as well,” Dr. Dab- 
bas said. “We have had success. 
Once, a gentleman came into the 
ADC office here and opened his 
briefcase. In it were 2,000 letters 
he bad collected from Jordanian 
citizens.” 

In the United States, the ADC 
chapter’s stand is that h opposes 
the $10 billion loan guarantee 
proposal in its entirety and be- 


lieves the programme would re- 
sult in negative consequences' at 
tiie national, regional and inter- 
national levels. The U.S. chap- 
ters are lobbying and campaign- 
ing congressmen directly as well 
as through newspapers. 

Meanwhile, in Jordan, “we are 
finding that people want to ex-, 
press their opinions,” Dr. Dab- 
bas said. “It is important that 
they take a stand and I think the 
U.S. government is somewhat 
surprised that the public is speak- 
ing out.” 

. :Dr. Dabbas said that the ADC 
is trying to encourage Jor danians 
to- write constantly and protest 
foe loan guarantee. “We- are 
sending faxes to companies tell- 
ing them that we will help them 
by sending the letters for them,” . 
she said. 

It is important that many peo- 
ple and institutions are reached 
and that they speak oat against 
settlement bidding in the occu- 
pied Arab territories, sbe said. 
“We believe it is internationally 
illegal and going against all the 
U.N. resolutions. We believe the 
U.S. should not be a party to 
illegal activities,” Dr. Dabbas 
said. 


Israel steps up land confiscations 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Israeli 
occupation authorities have 
seized 8.78 per cent of land in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip during 
the period from 1988 until June 
1991, according to a report issued 
by the Foreign Munsteiy*s De- 
partment of Palestinian Affairs. 

The report said that a total of 
418.642 dunums, or 729 per cent' 
of land were confiscated daring the 
period from January 1990 and 
June 1991, excluding land seized 
in the Jerusalem area.. 


The report quoted A1 Haq 
Establishment, a legal body con- 
cerned with human rights, as 
saying that the Israeli occupation 
authorities confiscated 1,931 
dunams last August, including 
400 dunums from the QalqOiah 


On Israeli settlement policy, 
the report said Israel plans to 
construct thousands of apart-* 
meats to accommodate half a 
million new settlers during the 


next five years. It noted that the 
number of Jewish settlers has 
exceeded 230,000, including 
. 100,000 living in settiemenb bufit. 
on the West Bank. The report 
Said the number of settlers in die 
Jerusalem area is about 125,000. 

The report disclosed Israeli 
(dans to build 12 new settlements 
in the occupied West Bank. In 
addition to tiie establishment of a 
Jewish quarter in the Sheikh Jar- 
rah area 'in Jerusalem. 


Libyan health delegation ends four-day visit 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A. Libyan 
delegation led by Health Minister 
Zekfan Bader Zeidan left Am- 
man for home at tiie end of a 
four-day visit to Jordan during 
which the two countries reached 
agreement on promoting bilateral 
cooperation in medical and 
health fields. 

Dr. Zddan and his Jordanian 
iconntarpart, Mamdouh A1 Abba- 
di, signed the minut e s of the 
deffiberations wtfch provide clos- 
er cooperation among private 
and the public health sectors of 1 
both countries. 

A statement, summing up tiie 
outcome of the' meetings, said 
that the two sides agreed on 
increasing cooperation between 
the medical institutions in Libya 
and Jordan in the field of mam- 
tearing m e dical equipment, the 
exchange of expertise in medical 
matters and medBqne production 
9pd distribution. The two sides 
also agreed that the (Erector of 
the Medicine Control Laboratory 
. in Libya visit Jordan at the bead 
of a team to coordinate matters in 
tins respect 

' The statement said that Libya 
. has agreed to give Jordanian 
pbannaccutieal products pre- 
ferential treatment in trade and 
to launch cooperation with Jor- 


dan in the field of producing and 
marketing vaccines and to set up 
joint factories for the production 
of medical equipment utilising 
plastic products supplied by the 
Libyan tide. 

Jordan, according to the state- 
ment, will help Libya set up a 
research centre in Tripoli similar 
to the Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS) in Amman. 

Also, according to the state- 
ment, the two sides emphasised 
the importance of cooperation in 
health education and . ex- 
change visits by experts from 
both countries. 

The two sides agreed on a time 
table for snch visits and on 
streamlining laws and regulations 
concerning teaching of medicine 
at institutions in the two coun- 
tries. 

The statement noted that tibe 
Libyan government will allow 
Jordanian doctors and specialists 
to offer them eqnal treatment 
with their Libyan colleagues. 

Dr. Abbadi and Dr. Zeidan 
agreed to convene a joint 
Jordaman-Libyan health commit- 
tee in Amman before the end of 
1991 and another meeting in Tri- 
poli six months, later. 

Dr. Abbadi, who saw off the 
Libyan' delegation, told the Jor- 


dan News Agency, Petra, that the 
talks in Amman aimed at achiev- 
ing integration between the two 
countries in health-related fields. 
He said Jordan is to send doctors 
and specialists to work in Libyan 
hospitals and will admit Libyan 
patients into Jordanian hospitals 
for particular types of treatment. 

Dr. Zeidan said that the talks 
with Dr. Abbadi and his team 
were constructive and fruitful and 


constituted a firm step towards 
achieving integration between the 
two countries, in health fields. 

“We have sought to benefit 
from Jordanian expertise in 
medical and technical fields be- 
cause this will promote coopera- 
tion between the two sides," Dr. 
Zeidan said. 

Dr. Zeidan invited Dr. Abbadi 
to visit Libya for farther talks on 
scopes of bilateral cooperation. 


U.S. IMMIGRATION 

Haig V. Kalbian 

Attom*y-at-Law, Washington, D.C. 

Fluent in English, Arabic A French 

Mr. Kalbian, a highly respected corporate and immigration 
lawyer will be in Amman during the second half of October 1991 . 

Appointments are now being taken, if you are interested in 
U.S. immigration based on the new law of 1990, a consultation 
with Attorney Kalbian is a must. 

The new law eases immigration requirements in some of these 
areas: 

- Investments 

- Intra-company transfers 

- Highly skilled professionals, researchers & professors 

- Family relations, in the United States ■ 

Call 615358 for an appointment . 
Consultation fee - Seventy Five Dollars. 

☆ investment packages will be available for review. 


ADVERTISEMENT 







New hair product to be introduced 


AMMAN — MRirieb Haddad 
and Sons Company (agents of 
the Darteh Company in Ger-. 
many) last Wednesday held a 
dinner at the Jordan InterCon- 
tinental Hotel under the pat- 
ronage of Husam Mnsmar, 
president of the Jordan 
Pharmacists Association, to in- 
troduce tiie new stimulant hair 
shampoo Neril, 

The dinner was attended by v 
a large audience of pharmacists 
and other concerned groups. 
Neril has been created special- 
ly as a stimulant shampoo to 
deal with tiie problem of early 


hair loss and. to create an 
opportune climate for sound 
hair growth. Neril can revive 
hair bulbs which have lost the 
ability to function regularly. 

It should be noted that Neril 
has benefited millions of peo- 
ple around the world arid 
proved its effectiveness in 
numerous cases of eajrly hair 


Nfithieb Haddad and Sons 
Company has won a conces- 
sion to manufacture- the Neril 
shampoo in Jordan and plans 
to place the new product on 
the market soon. 
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Mature choice 


THE ASSURANCES to tte Palestinians that U.S. President 
; George Bnsfa relayed through King Haasan n of Morocco 
that the U.S. “supports the political rights at the P alestinian 
people based on aB United Nations Mi dd l e East- related 
relations” served as an additional impetus for the Palestine 
National Council (PNC) to accept Palestinian participation 
■in. the proposed October peace co n ference . These assurances 
«me on the heels of what U.S. Secretory of State Janies 
■ Baker had to offer daring his Sept. 19 meeting in Amman 
-with Dr. n«n Ashrawi, a Palestinian representative who 
closely identifies herself with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). Mr. Baker told Dr. Ashrawi that the 
U.S. recognises and treats the Palestinians as “people.” 
- -Such timely American policy statements and reaffirma- 
tions of position made it easier for the Palestinians to vote in 
favour of joining the U-S--led peace process. As there is no 
way to separate the pofitical rights of any people from their 
right to exercise self-determination, by virtue of the fact that 
self-determination is die very epitome of political rights 
under international law and the guidelines adopted by the 
U.N., the Palestinian leaders most have fdt suflkfanfly 
reassured not to pr e s s the point any further daring their 
deliberations at the PNC session in Algiers. Perhaps (Us 
would explain why the PNC decided against inrfaiing on 
specifically mentioning the right to seff-detcrmiimli— as the 
basis for the proposed peace co n ference. 

Tbe stage is thus set for an effective Palestinian participa- 
tion in the peace process while Israel has also been deprived 
of any excuse to abort the proposed confere n ce and blame 
the Arab side for the fagure of the ongoing efforts to resolve 
the Arab-Israeti conflict in all its dimensions. This time 
around, Israel wfll have to reckon with a aeries of 
developments not oafy from Washington and the faderaa- 
tional community but also from the And) ride, particularly 
the Palestinians. 

The maturity exemplified by the PLO at the PNC meeting 
has effectively enhanced the prospects for convening the 
peace conference as scheduled. Nonetheless there should be 
do ffiuskms that the negotiations at die con fe rence wfll be 
Smooth sadhig or swift in bearing fruit. On the contrary, the 
vigQ should be stepped up all along the way and every step 
against Israeli moves to create new obstacles. 

Israeli Prime Mmisfer Yitzhak Shamir is already on 
record as against ™»ktng any meaningful moves over any 
substantial issues involved in the Arab-IsraeH conflict. The 
Israeli government’s stand on buflding Jewish Bct ticmenis in 
tiK occupied territories, on the issue of Jerusalem and on the 
political rights of the Palestinian people speaks volumes' on 
the shape of things to come at die peace conference; that is 
not to mention issues such as tbe right to retain of the 
Palestinian people, particularly those expelled from the 
occupie d territories hi violation of United Nations resota- 
tions. Yet, once the peace process picks up momentum, ft 
would be iftffgrnlt to reverse it, particularly that it now 
appears that Washington has chosen to side with the cause 
of a just and permanent peace hi tbe troubled Middle East. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


IF WHAT has been reported is true about toe U.S. administra- 
tion’s determination to base toe peace process on the concept of 
U.N. Security Council resolutions 242 and 338, which guarantee 
the rights of toe Palestinian people, then there is no doubt that the. 
American position is taking a pew positive trend with regard to' 
the prospects of peace in toe Middle East, said A1 Ra’i Arabic 
datfy Saturday. The paper called on toe Arab governments not to 
remain passive vis-a-vis such a development but to respond 
favourably and act in a manner that would ensure Arab rights in. 
accordance with tbe international legitimacy. No one can deny 
that toe Arab masses are doubtful about toe U.S. intentions, 
unless the words are backed by actions, because of the past 
experience with the successive American administrations which 
were totally biased towards Israel, tbe paper said. Israel’s 
repression against the Palestinians, its defiance of the internation- 
al community, its continued occupation of Arab land in disregard 
of the U.N. Security Council resolutions, have all contributed 
towards the present lack of confidence in toe United States, 
added the paper. It said that tbe Arab masses have no real reason 
to be filled with hatred against tbe United States and are willing to 
cooperate with Washington to achieve peace based on justice. 
Tbe paper said that if toe U.S. administration carries out its plan 
and achieves peace based on U.N. Security Council resolutions, 
there can be no doubt about the fact that peace can be 
reestablishsed in our region. It said that should peace indeed 
come about, it would open a new glorious chapter in Arab- 
American relations. 


A columnist in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily questioned tbe fate of tbe 
so-called Damascus declaration which contained prov&ous for 
the creation of an Arab deterrent force to be stationed in Kuwait 
to give protection to tbe emirate. Fahd A1 Faaek said that die 
Damascus declaration had virtually died some weeks after its 
birth, following the Gulf war, with a decision on the part of Cairo ' 
and Damascus to poll out their forces from Kuwait and Santo 
Arabia where they had been stationed during the Gulf arias. The 
writer reminded his readers that the Kuwaiti rulers had conducted 
as underhand dealing, by going behind the bads of Arab 
countries and reaching oat to the United States with which it 
eventually concluded a security pact that would last 10 years. Now 
that Kuwait is considered an American protectorate, the Arab 
forces of Egypt and Syria cannot maintain their presence in any 
farm in toe Arab emirate unless, of course, they wish to serve 
under the command of an American general, noted the paper. He 
said that if they decide to do that they will no doubt prove that 
they support such arrangement in the Gulf and virtually constitute 
an extension to the American presence there. Tbe writer said that 
faced with a choice of Arab or American protection, the Kuwaiti 
rulers have opted for the second choice, and whether Damascus 
and Cairo will formally pronounce the death of toe Damascus 
declaration remains to be seen. 


Sunday’s economic pulse 


By Dr. Fated A1 Fatefe 


Does agriculture have a future? 


Just forty years ago Jordan was an agricultural country in the foil 
sense of the concept. The agricultural sector used to contribute 
around one quarter of the gross domestic product (GDP), and 
employ around one third of its labour force. About hatf'the 
population depended directly or indirectly on agriculture for their 
Bving. At that time toe overall economic situation and well-being 
of the people depended largely on whether or not the country had 
a good season. The good season in its turn depended on the 
quantity or rain fall and its balanced distribution over time. 

AH this came to an end in a very short period of time. Today, 
the agricultural sector does not contribute more than eight per 
cent of the gross domestic product. It does not employ more than 
eleven per cent of the labour force, mostly non-Jordanians. 
Whether tbe season is good or bad is not more significant, except 
for those few families who depend on agriculture for their tiring 
and do not have a member of the family drawing a salary as a 
teadier or as a soldier. 

What is more important is that agriculture in Jordan seeins to 
have no future. First because tbe arable land is too little, less than 
eight per cent of the country’s total area. Second because tins 


already too tittle arable land is shrinking year after year due to the 
expansion of cities and towns. Third because Jordan is rather dry 
and has no sufficient water resources foe irrigation. The Ministry 
of Water and Irrigation will hot allow turners in the Jordan 
Valley to utflisetois season more than one thud of their farms, 
simply because water is not suffidenL Fourth, because the water 
available for irrigation, tittle as it may be, wfll become less and 
less with ling, because more and mare of it will be to 

domestic use. Fifth, because ground water in Jordan is being 
depleted evep at the present dangerous level of consumption. It 
was detw mined fliat ground water is bemg pumped at a rate faster 
than the annual recharge. Such a state of a f fai r * will lower the 
level of ground water, cause salination and damay toe environ- 
ment. 

The wnter is in no need to be reminded of the importance of 
tiie agricultural sector, its high value added production, Its ability 
to create the much needed jobs, its ability to enhance self- 
sufficiency and food security, its potential to produce ex p or ts and 
eara foreign exchange etc. AO these are good arguments beyond 
dispute. But that should not prevent os from admittin g the bitter 


fact that a pr iniltiiial sector in Jordan is wqjoited ■toretraetjoa. 

It does not have the capability of growth until such time w hen 
Jordan can. secure new external water resources and protect, tiie 

arable land. • V- •• 

.The only feasible source of water under conadcrafro n a th e 
Turidsh peace pmeiioe, which, if implemented, can give Jordan a 
atostantial amount ’of additional water at an affordable, cost. 

Until then tta: facts sboufo lead us to reconadcr tbe str mxure of 

agricultural sector by shifting away from crops that need int ensive 
irrigation such as bananas, and replacing them with other crops 
less greedy for waiter. Unfortunately, the government pricing 
policy of irrigation water runs contrary to tins aim. Cheap water 


export When we export agricultural procface we are, in effect, 
expor ti ng subsidised water. The artificial profits achieved are 
.nothing but part of the loss in subsidising the scarce w ater s old to 
farmers at 25 per cent of the running cost or 10 per cent of toe 
total cost. Admittedly the cost of water may be i nflated due to 
inefficiency of toe public sector in charge of its production and 
distribution- 


Arabs, Israelis grow nervous as peace conference approaches 


By Alan Eisner 

Reuter 


NEW YORK — The United 
States is almost ready to issue 
invitations to an Arab- Israeli 
peace conference but as the event 
draws nearer, toe participants are 
growing more nervous about tak- 
ing a plunge into the unknown. 

.“The closer you draw to some- 
thing that is a threshold event for 
these parties, the more they are 
going to want to talk about their 
concerns,” a senior U.S. official 
said. 

At tbe moment, U.S. Secretary 
of State James Baker is working 
hard to calm nerves on all sides 
before sending invitations to the 
conference. 

Mr. Baker, who may make one 
more trip to the Middle East, 
seems determined to convene tbe 
conference towards the end of 
next month, thus meeting a dead- 
line laid down by Resident 
George Bosh and Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev at their 
Moscow summit in July. 


“We’re going to keep plugging 
away, do the best we can and 
hope we can make something 
happen in October,” Mr. Baker 
said on Thursday. 

This week, in a series of meet- 
ings on the fringes of the United 
Nations General Assembly in 
New York, Mr. Baker has held 
lengthy discussions with Arab 
foreign ministers and with Israeli 
Foreign Munster David Levy. 

The U.S. official said the talks 
were aimed at calming their an 
anxieties. Mr. Baker was also 
drawing up letters of assurances 
to each party which would lay out 
procedure for the peace process 
and restate U.S. policy on key 
points. 

“A lot of this is allowing each 
side to say, ‘here is where we 
h$ve concerns’... and haring a 
chance to talk through bow we 
approach tins,” he said. 

Israel and its Arab neighbours 
have given conditional agreement 
to attend the peace conference. 
The Palestinian partiament-in- 
exile meeting in Algiers appears 


on the point of giving its a p proval 
to toe conference.. 

Mr. Baker has said be ^ still 
not decided on a dar#- or venue 
for tbe conference, which will be 
a mainly ceremonial one or two- 
day event designed to launch 
bilateral negotiations between 
Israel and each of its Arab adver- 
saries. 


But tbe differences between 
Israel and the Arabs are so wide 
on all fundamental issues that 
many observers believe the pro- 
cess wTD get bogged down almost 
immediately after that 

Part of Mr. Baker's strategy is 
to design a proc e ss from which it 
wfll be difficult for any of tbe 
parties to walk away once the 
problems begin. 

“He is trying to bufld some 
shock absorbers into a fragile 
process that could well fall apart 
almost instantly,” said a Middle 
East diplomat 

Real peace talks will confront 
aD parties with difficult dilem- 
mas, but none more so than 
Israel. It will face the choice of 


whether to try to hold on to 
occupied Arab lands dr to ex- 
change part of them for toe prom- 
ise of peace. 

- Israel’s right-wing government, 
led by hardline Prime, Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir, is ideologically 
co mmi tted _lo keeping the terri- 
tories captured in the 1967 war. 
Virtually all Israelis insist there 
can be no compromise on Arab 
East Jerusalem and its outer rings 
of new Jewish neighbourhoods. . 

But sticking to such a position 
in tbe negotiations may cost 
Israel the support of its guardian 
ally and chief financier, the Un- 
ited States. On die other band, 
moving towards territorial com- 
promise will open Mr. Shamir to 
grave political risks at home from 
bis right-wing and religious con- 
stituency. 

Some officials and diplomats 
expect Mr. S hamir to stall for 
time, possibly by bringing down 
his coalition and calling new deo- 
fkms. 

“Neither Shamir nor the Arabs 
show any real enthusiasm for tins 



M. KAHIL 


Arms embargo seen as little 


threat to Yugoslav army 


By Dusan Stojanoric 

Tbe Associated Press 


BELGRADE — Serbia and its 
ally in tbe war with Croatia, tbe 
Federal Army, have little to fear 
from a U.N. -imposed arms 
embargo against all the factions 
fighting in Yugoslavia. 

Yugoslavia produces about 85 
per cent of its military equipment 
domestically, so military analysts 
say its army, tbe biggest in tbe 
Balkans, will face only minor 
problems as a result of the embar- 
go, approved Wednesday by the 
U.N. Security Council. 

Of far greater concern for the 
Serbs and Federal Anny is a’ 
manpower shortage. Many 
•Yugoslavs, inchttong Serbs, are 
dodging the draft or deserting 
their units. 

The arms embargo is more 
Ekety to hurt Croatian forces, 
who are fighting Serb rebels and 
the federal military almost entire- 


army barracks in the republic and 
forcing some of them to surren- 
der their arms. But it still is no 
match for toe firepower of Serb 
and federal forces. 


A day before tbe embargo was 
announced, military analyst 
Miroslav lazanski of the Bel- 
grade daily Pohtika said in a 
television interview that an 
embargo would “not hurt tbe 
army." 

Yugoslavia has a large military 
industry, and earned about $2 
billion a year on aims exports, 
mainly to Iraq and other Arab 
countries. Much of the equip- 
ment, especially light weapons, 
has a .worldwide reputation for 
quality. 


abroad. 

There have been frequent re- 
ports of Croats being arrested in 
the United States and European 
countries trying to smuggle 
weapons into their republic. 

Croatia has managed to supple- 
ment its meager supply of 
weapons by imposing an embargo 
on food, electricity and water to 


Tbe array does import some 
sophisticated electronic gear for 
domestic-made warplanes, heli- 
copters ami radar systems. It 
imports spare parts for some of its 
older SoTrtet-ouih tank? and new 
-MiG 29 fighter planes, as well as 
electronics and ejector seats from 
Britain, France and Sweden. 

But toe army is known to have 
good stocks of most of those parts 
on hand. 

Serb rebels, with the backing of 
the Serb-dominated army, 
already have captured about a 
third of Croatia since the second- 
largest Yugoslav republic de- 


clared independence June 25 
together with neighbouring 
Slovenia. 

Most of the estimated 600,000 
ethnic Serbs living in Croatia say 
they do not want to live in an 
independent Croatia. They cite 
tbe memory of the independent 
pro-Nazi puppet state of World 
War n which lrfll«H an estimated 
500,000 Serbs in concentration 
camps. 

But Serb atte mpts to expand 
their borders into what is now 
Croatia could run around because 
of a lack of soldiers for tbe 
federal army. 

Croatia, Slovenia, Macedonia 
and Bosnfa-Hercegovma — four 
out of six Yugoslav republics — 
already have stopped sending re- 1 
emits. 


Most Croat and Slovene offic- 
ers, indnding generals, have left 
toe army in protest of military 
intervention in Croatia and ear- 
lier in Slovenia. 

Faced with manpower shor- 
tages, the army, which was esti- 
mated to number 180,000 men in 
peace time, has started a missive 
call-up of Serb and Montenegrin 
reservists. 

Unwilling to fight, thousands 
have refused the draft and 
thousands more have deserted 
despite warnings that they face 


up to 10 years in prison. 

In one vivid anti-war protest, 
army reservist Vladimir ZSvkovic 
jumped in his armoured person- 
nel carrier and drove from the 
front to tbe parliament buflding 
in Belgrade Monday. 

There have been several de- 
monstrations in Serbia against tire 
draft and tbe call-up of reservists 
who chum they have been pushed 
.onto the battlefield unprepared. 

“I don’t want to fight tins 
stupid war, especially not in the 
communist army,” sad a reserve 
anny officer who identified him- 
self only as Dragon. He deserted 
along with his unit of 100 men 
after spending a week fighting on 
toe Seibian-Qoatian border. 

He said Us amt frequently 
came under “friendly fire” from 
the anny and that some of his 
sokheis were given weapons that 
did not work. 

“In addition, a federal army jet 
bombeided our positions, injur- 
ing several of my men,” said 
Dragan. He said be was not even 
given a map or binoculars, and 
while driving his tank had to stop 
and ask local residents fra direc- 
tions. 

, “In those dreumstances, it was 
suicidal to stay there,” be said. 
“If Serb politicians want to ctih- 
tinue the war, they are more than 
welcome — but without me.” 


They have been man- 
oeuvred into it by tbe United 
States because everybody wants 
arid needs the friendship of tbe 
world’s only superpower,” said 


LETTERS 


To complain, or not to 


To the Editor: 


In the weeks following my previous two articles I monitored the 
media, and my mail box, for a reaction to my views. Perhaps not 
surprisingly, I (fid not see, or receive, any. Funnily enough 
though, I have been -approached on a personal basis, sometimes 
even in a confidential manner. Feelings have been mixed. From 
all the service patrons and national tourists that have read' the 
article, I received many a pat bn the back. It is as if everyone is 
aware of die issues I pointed out but nobody dares comment 
publicly. 

■ A Hotel Association official, on the other hand, proceeded to 
elucidate a number of points, in criticising my arguments, that few 
in toe public would be aware of^nduding me. However, it seems it 
is their policy riot to get involved in public debates. Further more, 
one Tourism Ministry official, whom 1 met by chance while I was 
during out one night, told me: “Guido! You are knocking 
Jordanian management, you are too young to do that.” Knowing 
he was referring to my letter to tfae editor of August 29, 1991, 1 
asked him if be would like to talk about it ... He did not fike to. 
Wefl, it seems that I have inflamed toe pride of many an 
entrepreneur. If that is so, then I have failed to achieve my 
original goal: improv e men t . 

.Let me clarify a number of things. I am not knocking anything 
or anyone. I may be too young, but what does that have to do with 
.bringing to public attention a number of issues to at had better be 
resolved before the country experiences future tourist influx. Why 
should some people take it personally? It is not meant to be. I 
apologize if I gave that impression. Btat let me toitw-inmy tyro 
cents worth once again. - v; 

PubficopiniQD is tbe single most important factor'that makes dr 
breaks a business. Critique is toe dffbapest antT most reliable 
constructive feedback a business can receive. If more people 
■complained, then service and quality would improve and sales 
would probably rise. 1 agree that travel agents, hoteliers, and 
restaurateurs have to put up with a large number of unreasonable 
compiamers. Tell me about it. I have known people to complain 
about the pepsi befog too fizzy, or a very well cooked fillet be 
chewy. Once, a guest even tried to bargain on the total of the bill 
as if be was buying a second hand bicyde. But tiris is no reason to 
shun critique altogether. Complaint handling is both an acquired 
skfll and a marketing tool. We learn how to handle criticism so as 
to turn an unfavorable situation into a favorable one. A satisfied 
comphriner tells five others how well they were treated. Converse- 
ly, if not property handled, the dissatisfied customer tells nine 
others of your failings. “Front-line’’ employees should be 
provided with guidelines to handle complaints successfully, 
because, unless they see tangible results in facing irate guests, 
employees wfll tend to avoid what they consider to be a no-win 
situation. Finally, refunds are no solution to complaints. Custom- 
ers expect a service, not a refund, which threatens to turn amateur 
complainers into cunning tricksters. 


Guido Romero, 
P.O.Box 910787, 
Amman. 


Calling a spade a spade 


To 


1 -i*- lctter w r itten by Mr. Iliad Khairaflah, tided “Who 
rob bed w hom”? which you published in your paper on Sept. 4. 1 
am dismayed to see an Arab writing to defend crimes. Stealing is 
steahng whether from your neighbour, cousin or your own 
brother, and Kuwait was all of this to Iraq. There is nothing 
romantic about stealing. 

I have spent the last 21 years in Kuwait bufldfing one of the most 

successful private schools in the Middle East. It has helped to' 

educate thousands of Arabs and other nationalities to university 
level. .During the Iraqi occupation of Kuwait, the school was 
toned by them mto army barracks. They looted and wantonly 
decoyed every single laboratory, the computer centres, -the 
ratire music department and most of the other educational 
departments and their equipment. 

** J°nkni an®. U*t. 
and T had *5?* fectolies workshops 
“JfS, That b not to mentioTtoe 

lost everything and had to flee Kuwait as refugees. They did not 

W v t m Kuwait while it was under Iram rale. 

Yes. It is Unfair to comraire AH Fbha with . ^ 


thieves of Baghdad. 


Tareq S. Rqjab, 
P.OJhnL 26817, 
Safi* - Kuwait. 


ne /artel Ttmc swck omes letter , sad contribatiom bom its 
readers on any subject they wish to r+jt*r* 

should awfam tbe writer’s fnB name and 
85 ^f -. Names can be withheld only mo 
araunstai ^ Letters are Serfto 

not response 










the Middle East diplomat. 

He added: “That may well be 
enough to get us to .toe peace 
conference. But will it be enough 
to get us to peace?” 
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from PLO Executive Committee 


ALGIERS (Agencies) - .The 
Palestine National Council . 
(PNC) on Satnrday drqpped 
Mohammad Abbas, the alleged ' 
mastermind of the 1985 Addle 
Lanxo anise ship hijacking, from 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Executive Com- 
mittee. 

The departure of Mr. Abbas, 
better, known as Abri Abbas, was : 
triddy. expected. 

The election of the Executive 
Co mmi ttee also brought in sever- 
al new faces and was expanded 
from 15 id 18 members. ■ 

Yassei Arafat, PLO chairman, 
is trying to freshen the PLO** _ 
image and reportedly wanted 
Abtn Abbas oat of the timelimit 
because of Ms. past. Mr. Arafat 
was re-elected president of the 
State of Palestine. 

Abul Abbas,. 50, leader of the 
Palestine Liberation Front, was 
replaced on the c ommit tee by an 
aide, Ali Ishak. 

In October 1985, ELF gueml- 
las hijacked. the AchiBe Laura off 
Egypt. While at sea an American 
was killed. 

Abul Abbas participated m 


Egyptian-coordinated negotia- 
tions to end the episode But the 
United States sand he was the 
mastermiiri of the operation. Ita- 
ly held him in custody tor a time, 
let him go for lack of evidence, 
then eventually -filed charges 
..against 

He also was implicated in a 
failed raid cm an Israeli beach in' 
May 1990 that left three of his 
men dead. Mr. Arafat apologised 
for the raid and said he had not 
been informed of it'beforeband, 
but when he refused to expel 
.Abul Abbas from die Executive 
Committee the United States en- 
ded 18 months of dialogue with 

the PLO. ' 

“I am c o m mi tted to njy fac- 
tion’s decisions and to the PNC 
derisions,” Abul Abbes tohl the 
Associa t ed Press during the conn- 
cal meeting 

“If the PNC does not want to 
resume aimed straggle against 
Israel, then it is up to them.” 
The PNC, ending a five-day 
meeting before dawn, elected a 
new 17-member Executive Com- 
mittee. 

Seven of the members of die 


Executive Committee, which 
■ takes day to day decisions for the 
PLO, were new. 

Abu Abbas- was the most not- 
able . departure. Mr. Arafat 
announced that Abul Abbas bad 
resigned so as not to be an 
obstacle to dialogue. 

“Abul Abbas offered to resign 
from the day die United States 
suspended talks with the PLO. I 
told him it-was up to the PNC to 
accept this,” he said. “Today he 
has preferred to stand, down for 
the good of Palestine.” 

- The young generation of mod- 
erate leaders around Mr. Arafat 
did not get onto the c o mmitt ee as 
they were expected to do. 

Mr. Arafat, according to dele- 
gates speaking - after the PNC 
session, preferred not to upset 
the current balance of forces 
within the PLO by attacking the 
preponderance of traditional tac- 
tions there as he tried to posh 
ahead with ' efforts to back a 
U.S. -proposed peace conference. 

Another ne wco me r was former 
banker Mohammad Zobdi 
Nashashibi who lived up to a few 
months ago in Syria- He replaced 


Mohammad MQbern, named to 
head the Palestinian centres for 
statistical studies and natural re- 
sources. 

Mr.' Nashashibi, who comes 
from one of the most prominent 
families in Jerusalem, was at one 
time dose to Syrian-based dissi- 
dents. 

The split Democratic Front for 
the. Liberation of Palestine has 
two representatives in the com- 
mittee. One faction, a moderate 
group, is represented by Yasser 
Abed Rabbo. The other, backing 
traditional hardline .diief Nayef 
Hawatmeh, has Taysir Khaled as 
a member. 

Here are the newly elected 
members of the PLO«Execu£ive 
Committee with their affiliation. 
The number of seats on the com- 
mittee was increased from 15 to 
18. 

— Yasser Arafat, chair man 
(Fateh); 

— Farouq Qaddoumi (Fateh); 
— Mahmoud Abbas (Fateh); 

— Abdullah Hourahi (indepen- 
dent); 


— Mahmoud Darwish (indepen- 
dent); 

• — Ali Ishak (New, the Pales- 
tine Liberation Front); 

— Abdul Rahim Mallonb 
(New, the Popular Rent for the 
Liberation of Palestine); 

— Yasser Abed Rabbo (the 
Democratic Front for the Libera- , 
tion of Palestine DFLP — splin- 
ter faction); 

— Tayscer Khaled (New, 
DFLP, mainstream faction); 

— Mahmoud Ismail (New, the 
Arab Liberation Root); 

— Mohammad Znhdi 
Nashashibi (New, independent); 

— Yasser Amro (New, inde- 
pendent); 

— Archbishop EHya Kbouri (in- 
dependent);* 

— Jawid Ghossein (the Pales- 
tine National Fund); 

— Shafik Al Horn (New, inde- 
pendent); ' 

— Samir Ghoshe (New, the 
Popular Struggle Front); 

— Salesman Najjab (the Com- 
munist Party); 

— Jamal Sourani (indepen- 
dent). 


PNC accepts peace conference Israel awaits pnc fine print 


■y (Ceattmcd from page 1) 

“There is no. section saying we 
will attend... it is aimed at facili- 
>i t aring the convening of a confer- 
ence, not participation.” 

Washington has been pressing 
for a dear “yes” from the Palesti- 
nians to attend, removing what is 
: : semi as the last major obstacle to 
>: convening the conference. , 

“The specific mention of the 
^ U.S.-Soviet peace plan is prog- 
ress and Arafat seems to have got 
a mandate which will give mm 
quite of a lot of freedom to 
? manoeuvre,” said one diplomat. 

Another said there were stiO 
some tough problems to get 
round, particularly the question 
7 of any Palestinian delegation to a 
conference, but there was a de- 
sire to make progress. 

Israel insists it will not negott- 
.. ate with the PLO or Palestinians 
from East Arab Jerusalem and 
wants tiie right to veto members 
of a Palestinian delegation. 

Mr. Arafat himself in the five- 
day meeting winch ended before 
dawn on Saturday, signalled a' 
general desire for dialogue. 

He announced that hardliner 
Mohammad Abbas had reagned 
from the PLO Executive Com- 
mittee so as not to be an obstacle 
to dialogue (me'page 5). 

-. Abul Abbas was reptace<| ^n, 
the co m mrttr e by toe deputy- 
Palestine liberation Front (PLF) 
leader. Ah Ishak. 

The significant additions to the 
Executive Committee were Sha- 
fik Hoot and Mohammad ZabdS 
Nashashibi. 

Mr. Hoot is a sharp-witted 
diplomat who helped negotiate 
the guerrillas* evacuation from 
Lebanon dozing Israel’s 1982 in- 
vasion. Mr. Nasfaashitn served for - 
several years as toe PLO’s obser- 
ver at the United Nations head- 
quarters in New York. 

A sph* in the Democratic Front 
for toe liberation at Palestine, 
the third largest of die PLO’s 
nine factions, was officially recog- 
nised by the conned which named 
a member of each of the two 
_r wmgs to the Executive Coramit- 
* tee. 

Mr. Abed Rabbo, who leads 
the mutineers against DFLP 
Secretary-General Nayef Hawat- 
roch, retained fail seat on the 
c ommi ttee, and Tayser Dialed, a 


senior aide to Mir. Hawatmeh, 
was added to the list. . . 

Fateh, by far the largest of the 
fa ctio n s, maintained the same 
three repre sen t ati ves on the oom- 
mittee — Mr. Arafat, Mr. Kad- 
donmi and Mahmoud Abbas. 

The Hawatmeh faction, said it 
had supported the resolution pas- 
sed by the PNC on the under- 
; standing that aims it set out were 
strict conditions for participation 
in a peace conference. 

The Damascus-based DFLP 
had threatened during pre- 
conference negotiations to 
boycott die PNC meeting unless 
other groups agreed in advance to 
reject the U.S. peace conference 
plan. 

■ The policy statement calls for 
“the right of tiie PLO to name the 
Palestinian delegation and to de- 
termine tiie formula of its parti- 
cipation in the peace conference, 
and the authority over the delega- 
tion would be the PLO.” 

When Bassam Abu Sharif, 
another Arafat adviser, was 
asked if the PLO would actually 
. publicly name the deleg ates, he 
replied, “that is a different 
thing.” 

The PNC decision was a major 
breakthrough, ending the impas- 
se in the delegates’ <fiscussuuis : 
ovcrPakstimanr^n^entation to. 
tiie peace 'con fer ence, in' 
part at establishing -a Palestinian 


The concessions may have re- 
sulted from a belief among many 
Palestinians that the co nfe rence 
could be a last chance at some 
sort of setf-nde. 

It was unclear, however, 
whether the compromi s e stance 
would be accepted by brad, 
which has opposed any role — no 
matter Irow subtle for the PLO 
in the conference planned for 
next month. 

Mr. Arafat, who poshed the 
document th r o u gh the partia- 
ment, strode to the stage after the 
vote and fold tiie delega t es: 

. “I vow, as I have vowed be- 
fore, that we will continue to 
Jenantem. to Jerusalem.” • 

Hardliners opposed to the U.S. 
peace initiative particularly 
opposed the part saying the PLO 
had welcomed the U.S. efforts. 

It read: “The. PLO which has 
welcomed the current peace 


efforts, and dealt with it positive- 
ly, including die call by (U.S.) 
President George Bosh and 
(Soviet President Mikhail) Gor- 
bachev to convene the peace con- 
ference to resolve the existing 
conflict in the Middle East, sees 
that the success of the efforts to 
convene the peace conference re- 
quires continuing the work with 
the other parties to achieve the 
following bases.” 

It sketched out six points, 
which moderate delegates said 
were not condition s , but which 
the PLO ^Executive Committee 
should work towards achieving 
ahead of tiie conference. 

Said Kama], PLO representa- 
tive to Cairo, said: “It is not a-tist 
of conditions. It gives the green 
light for the Executive, Gommit' 
tee and central committee to 
tackle the peace process on those 


The highlighted “points” or 
bases, induded: 

— International legality based 
on U.N. Resolutions 242 and 338, 
calling for Israel’s withdrawal 
from all land taken after the 1967 
war. 

— Jerusalem to be seen as an 
integral part of the occupied terri- 
tories. 

— - A halt to Jewish settle- 
ments, m d nd ing in Jerusalem, 
mid international guarantees -to 
ensure this. 

— The PLO’s right to form its 
delegation, from Palestinians liv- 
ing inside and outside the terri- 
tories, induefing Jerusalem, with 
a formula making die FLO a 
point of reference. ( 

The PNC also gelled Palesti- 
nians’ long-term mms from any 
conference negoti ations — self- 
determination and independence, 
fall Israeli withdrawal, settlement 
of tiie Palestinian refugee prob- 
lem and ultimate removal of Jew- 
ish settlements. 

Hardline grou p s based in Syria 
said the PNC had abandoned 
vital ground by supporting tiie. 
U.S. efforts to hold Arab-Israeli 
peace talks. 

“An initial reacting (of the re- 
solutions) shows they failed to 
reach the minimu m we flunk is 
necessary to achieve a just and 
comprehensive peace,” Khaled 
Al Fahonm, head of tiie Palesti- 
nian National Salvation Front, 
told Reuters. 


(Continued from page 1) 

“Our position has pot changed 
one bit,” Mr. Ohnert said. “Yet 
we are looking forward to a joint* 
Jordaman-Palestinian delegation 
composed of residents of (the 
West Bank) and the Gaza Strip.” 

Israel has agreed to attend the' 
conference, planned .for next 
month, on condition the PLO is 
kept out and Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir’s right-wing govern- 
ment' has veto power over the 
Palestinian representation at the 
talktt- 

The government refuses to 
negotiate with the PLO. 

Israel also refuses to talk to 
Palestinians from Arab East Jeru- 
salem. 

On Friday Mr. Shamir ruled 
out a role in peace talks for Faisal 
Al Husseini and Hanan Ashrawi, 
who have led Palestinian delega- 


tions which met Mr. Baker in his 
seven trips to the. Middle East 

Both are residents of East Jeru- 
salem. They associate with the 
PLO. 

Israeli experts said Mr. Shamir 
would accept the two play a role 
in talky because of Washington's 
dose co-ordination with them. 

“Husseini and Ashrawi will be 
major players on foe Palestinian 
side- They have a major role to 
play and they are not just figure 
beads. Israel has accepted tins — 
Baker has been working out all 
the issues with them," Mr. 
Schoeftan said. 

He said that Israel had already 
accepted an indirect role for the 
PLO: “It’s obvious that the lead- 
ership in the occupied ter ri to ri es 
is consulting with the PLO and 
could not go far without the 
backing of tiie PLO.” 


Gorbachev hails Bush proposals 


(Continued Cram page 1) 
both superpowers stop all under- 
ground nuclear testing. 

The Soviet leader’s remarks 
were his first since Mr. Bush 
made the major nuclear arms, 
reorganisation proposal Friday 
right. ■ 

Answering questions from his 
new press secretary; Andrei 
Grachev, Mr. Gorbachev said in 
the broadcast “It is very impor- 
tant that the process of nuclear 
disarmament in which both our 
countries took part is entering a 
new level, acquiring new. dyna- 
mics.” 

“Without any overestimation, 
our evaluation, of these proposals 
is positive, very positive,” he 
said. 

“It demonstrated the adher- 
ence of tiie American administra- 
tion to nudear disarmament. As 
a result of these proposals, the 
‘process promises a serious move-' 
meat towards a nuclear-free- 
world,” he said. 

Otbcr worid leaders also called 
the Bush proposals a historic 
move towards international 
pema»_ 

Anstralian Prime Minister Bob 
Hawke described the cots as “the, 
single 'most decisive step for 
worid peace since the nudear age 
began nearly 50 yearn ago.” 

Russian Federation President 


Yehsfo “gave high marks to the 
initiative and spoke in favour of 
identical huge cuts on tiie Soviet 
Union’s side.” 

Soviet' Foreign Minister Boris 
Parian said in New York that the 
Soviet Union was prepared “to 
meet U.S. steps halfway.” 

North Korea also -welcomed' 
the announcement. “If the Un- 
ited States really withdraws its 
nudear weapons from South 
Korea, the way of our signing the 
nudear safeguards accord will be 
opened,” the foreign ministry 
said. 

The hardline communist state 
has made the removal of U.S. 
tactical nudear weapons from 
arch-rival South Korea a precon- 
dition to opening its nudear faci- 
lities for international inspection. 

* Mr. Bush cabled details of tiie 
plan to Mr. Gorbachev, Mr. Ydt- 
sin and others on Thursday, and 
followed dial up with calls Friday 
to Mr. Gorbachev, Mr. Yeltsin 
and Western leaders, according 
to White House spokesman Mar- 
lin Fitzwater. •» 

f 

British Prune Minister John 
Major, in a statement released 
soon after the speech, hafled the 
proposals and urged the Soviets 
to respond “with equal imagina- 
tion.” 


Israel rejects 
Iran demand 

(C o ntinued froth page I) 
return, release more Arab de- 
tainees. 

Mr. Naveh insisted Tehran 
must take the next step by provid- 
ing news on the missing Israelis. 

“The Iranians did not fulfill 
their commitment to give in- 
formation on Yossi Ffok and the 
fate of Ron Arad,” Mr. Naveh 
told Renters. 

Navigator Arad, shot down 1 
over Lebanon in November 1986, 
is the only missing Israeli known 
to have survived capture. Fink, 
another Israeli soldier, has been 
missing. since February 1986/ 

Mr. Vclayati said Iran had no 
information on the airman and 
that it was for the Jewish state to 
release more Arab prisoners to 
ensure the freedom of Western 
hostages in Lebanon. i 

Israel freed 51 Arab prisoners I 
and returned the bodies of nine I 
guerrillas on Sept 11 in «gfamgg I 
for the remains of mwsing Israeli 
soldier Samir Assad, captured in 
1983. 

Mr. Naveh said Israel had also 
been promised information on j 
Fink in the deal. Israel has 
offered to free, more Arabs in 
retain for details about the Israeli 
servicemen. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar has been i 
conducting negotiations in past' 
months daring which infonna- 
tion, bodies, pr iso ners and hos- 
tages have been swapped across] 
borders. I 


Israel, Soviet Union to restore 
diplomatic ties next month 


NEW YORK (AP) — Soviet 
Foreign Minister Boris Panldn, 
who met with Israeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy Friday, said 
he expected the two countries 
would restore diplomatic ties next 
month. 

Mr. Pankin, who spoke after a 
one-hour private meeting with 
Mr. Levy at a hotel near the 
United Nations, added that rela- 
tions would in any case be res- 
tored before a proposed Middle 
East peace c on fe rence. 

Mr. Panldn met with Mr. Levy 
after a separate meeting with 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker. 

Mir. Parian said the discussion 
with Mr. . Levy was “productive 
and fruitful,” adding: “We expect 
we can reestablish diplomatic re- 
lations in the very near future... 
for the sake of peace and justice 
throughout the whole region of 
the huddle East.” 

Mr. Panldn told repor te rs he 
saw “no obstacles to the restora- 
tion of diplomatic relations with 
Israel” and said no major issues 
remained outstanding between 
the two countries. “We only want 
that tins be done m the most 
favourable circumstances," he 


' - Moscow severed diplomatic re- 
lations with Israel after the 1967 


war when Israel occupied the 
West Bank, the Golan Heights. 
Arab East Jerusalem and the. 
Gaza Strip. Israel also took the 
Smai peninsula, but returned it tc 
Egypt under the Camp Davie 
peace accords. 

Asked Friday when th'e twe 
countries expected to restore ties, 
Mr. Parian said, “soon,.,"' Ocfo 
ber,” then added: “Before! 9 
peace conference.” 

. Washington and Moscow have 
proposed that a peace conference 
attended by Israel, its Arab 
neighbours and Palestinian repre- 
sentatives be held in October; 

Mr. Levy told reporters the 
meeting with Mr. Parian dealt 
with “bilateral and Middle East 
issues, adding: “We agreed, to 
maintain contact and decided to 
continue our discussions later 


Mr. Levy added that he -had 
invited Mr. Panldn to visit Israel 
and the Soviet foreign ministei 
had accepted. 

As for a Soviet role Worry' 
peace talks, Mr. Panldn indicated 
that the United States anti "the 
Soviet Union - might serve as co- 
chairman of a conference. 

Mr. Levy said:/ ‘I hope that all 
problems will be solved and the. 
conference will be held in the 
near future.” . 



HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 
POTASH PRODUCTION EXPANSION Z 

Project No. 30-4857 (APC-25/90) 
ADVERTISEMENT FOR MAJOR EQUIPMENT SUPPLY / 

The Arab Potash Company Limited (APC) of Amman, Jordan plans 
to expand production capacity by 400,000 tonnes per year. The 
facilities will be located on a site adjoining the existing refinery near 
Safi, bn the southern end of the Dead Sea, about 200km north otthe 
port of Aqaba. 

Suppliers interested in tendering for any of the following equipment 
can purchase tender documents from APC or Jacobs at . the 
address shown below. The cost for each tender, package shall be 
$40.- non-refundable. - 


1. Air Compressor 

2. Strainers 

1. Mr. Issa Gammoh, 

Projects Manager, 

The Arab Potash Co., Ltd., 
(P.O.Box 1470,) 

•Amman - Jordan. 


3. Anti-Caking Flake Feeders 

4. Samplers 

2. Mr. M. Hodgins, 

Jacobs International Inc., 
Merrion House, 

Merrion Road, 

Dublin 4, - Ireland 


Fax No.: 926-3-377125 /Site. Fa* No.: 353-1-2695497 

Fax No.: 926-6-674416/ Amman H.O. Telex No.: 30295 JCBS-EI 
Telex No.: 21683 Potash Jo. Tel. No.: 353-1-2695666 

Tel. No.: 666165/6- Amman 

665116 or 03-377 121-Stte. 

Closing date for submitting the tenders will be November 9, 1991.] 

A.Y.Ensour 
Managing Director' 
The Arab Potash Co., Ltd,/ 
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Berger gains pole 
position in Spanish GP 


BARCELONA (AP) — Gerhard 
Berger pined his first pole posi- 
tion in Bore than a year as he 
retained the top spot in qualifying 
for the Spanish Grand Prix. 

The Austrian, in a McLaren- 
Honda, <fid not improve his Fri- 
..day time of 1 minute, 18.751 
^seconds but it was enough to hold 
! off the rest of the field. 

/ /Britan's Nigel Mansell, his left 
ankle a til sore after a soccer 
accident, held onto second with a 
time of 1:18.970, also from Fri- 
day. 

The second session was inter- 
rupted win Ayrton Senna’s car 
blew an engine and left a trail of 
Dfl across a portion of the trade. 
•After a25-dntrate delay, the care 
were a Ml cautions over the 
4.747-kflMBetre circuit in the 
'Catalan MBs outside Barcelona. 

■ ' Senna, hoping to dutch his 
-third world driving title, jumped 
"into a spa te c ar to get used to it in 
case it is ne ed e d for Sunday’s race 
of 65 laps. 

' ■ Senna will start in the second 
row behind his McLaren-Honda 


teammate Berger. Mansell is on 
the outside ofthc first row, along- 
side Berger. 

It is Berger’s seventh pole posi- 
tion of his career and first since 
the Mexican Grand Prix in June 
1990. 

Senna improved a bit to 
1:19.064 in Ms McLaren-Honda 
but stfil held third with Riccardo 
Patrese, Mansell's Williams- 
Renanft teammate, stayed fourth 
at 1:19.643. 

Mansell injured his ankle in a 
soccer game Friday evening be- 
tween the drivers and the press. 
He was given a hard shot by 
Italian driver Fabrizio Bardazza 
in the 2-2 draw. 

The Briton said his only diffi- 
culty was in getting off the line or 
out of the pits since he doesn’t 
have to use the foot while on the 
track. 

Mansell needs to be in top 
shape to have a chance to catch 
Senna in the season’s standings. 

Senna leads the driver’s stand- 
ings by 24 points over Mansell. 
Senna has 83 points, Mansell 59. 
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ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

"Q.l — Both vulnerable, aa South 
.you hold: 

*AKQ9» 9A1062 07 +Q87 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 * Paw 2 * Pass 


What action do you take? 

A. — There b a possibility of 
game— if North holds the right 
cards. A re- raise to three spades 
does nothing for the cause because 
il-does not reveal the location of 
partner's values. The key to the 
-hand is North’s chib bolding. Make 
.a gome try of three clubs. North 
must value that suit alone in decid- 
ing whether to accept the game-try. 


hold: 

*106643 9962 06 *AI065 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 0 Pass I * Pass 

2 T Pass - ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — In the modern style, partner’s 
reverse is forcing either to two no 
trump or three of opener’s first-bid 
suit- As responder, your first duty is 
to tell opener you have a five-card 
suit, since his reverse could be 
based on support for your suit. Bid 
two spades. 


QJ2 — Both vulnerable, as South 
'you hold 

*876 9Q* 010862 *AJ103 
'The bidding has proceeded: 

■North Eat South West 

1 • Pam 2 * Pam 

■3 * Paaa ? 

IWhat do you bid now? 

■A. — This is the companion hand 
jbi the above. Partner has asked 
-about your dob bolding, and it 
Jcould not be mnch better. Bid four 
wpades. Note that the combined 
hand9 give excellent play for that 
■contract. 


Q.B— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*Q53 91074 0AKQ103 *62 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1-9 Pass 2 :■ Pass 

3 * Pass ? — 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Partner's high reverse shows a 
very good hand, and the first order 
of business is to tell him that your 
aide has a playable spot Show your 
three-card support for partner's 
first-bid suit The quality of your 
diamonds can be shown later should 
partner evince interest in slam. 


Q .3 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*106643 9862 00 *A106fi 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
diamond. What action do you take? 
A. — Moat experts hate to pass 
partner’s minor-suit opening bid 
when they bold a five-card major. 
With an ace and a singleton, even 
though it's >n opener’s suit, a one 
spade r espjflwc is justified. 


Q.4 — As South, vulnerable, you 


Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*874 96 0AQ62 4KJ763 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1* DM ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — You have the high-card count 
for a redouble, but that action 
would be pointless, since you have 
no intention of doubling an onto* 1 
ing major-suit contract. Bid one di- 
amond now to advise partner of 
your side strength, then support 
dobs vigorously at your next turn. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Cypriot drivers lead island rally 


Borg to make another comeback bid 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — Two Cypriot drivers were in file lend 
early Saturday midway through the Rothmans Cyprus tolly. One 
of foe top 10 events for the European Champfomhip, with about 
half the cars out of the running. Antonis Ieropouks driving a 
Mitsubishi Gallant finished the second leg after a total of 448 
kilometres at the coastal dty of Limassol 4 minutes and 21 
seconds ahead of last year’s winner, Dimmy Mavropouk» in an 
Audi Quatro, Emanuel Panaywtopoulos of Greece in a Toyota. 
Cetica GT was third 9 minutes and 50 seconds further back. The 
fight for thud pdace is hotting up with Saudi Arabian Mahmoud 
Khayat in a Ford Siera only 21 seconds behind Panayiotopoulos 
and fekendenm Artakan, the Turkish Rally champion in aLanca 
Delta Integrate only five seconds farther bade. Nearly half the 86 
cars that left Nicosia, the east Mediterranean island's capital, 
Friday afternoon were forced to retire during the special stages of 
the first two legs of the three-day event, which includes a gruelling 
night section. This left only 44 competitors in the final two legs 
uua v erg in g the remaining 383 kilometres (240 miles). 


STOCKHOLM (AF) — Five-time Wimbledon champion Bjorn 
Borg, who was beaten in straight sets in comeback attempt in 
April, will make another try. with a modem graphite racket, 
according to published reports. The 35-year-old Swede, who lost 
to Jordi Arrese of Spain 6-2, 6-3- in the first round of the Monte 
Carlo Open .after au eight-year retirement, told a Swedish 
magazine that he will pfay again M later this fall but I haven’t set an 
exact date yet’' T leaned from my mistakes in Monte Carlo 
where I was too tight and nervous,” Borg said in an interview with 
Gazette. Borg did not say where be plans to play again or whether 
he would enter a regular ATP Tour event or i. satellite 
tournament. Henning Sjostrom, Borg’s lawyer and spokesman, 
told the Swedish newspaper Expresses that Borg is serioos about 
his latest comeback. 


U.S. soccer officials to shorten site list 


Kricksteln advances to Brisbane final 


BRISBANE, Australia (AF) — Aaron Krickstein outslugged 
Andrei Chesnokov in a tense baseline Saturday to advance to the 
final of the $250,000 Queensland Open Tennis Tournament. 
Krickstein played some tovtowig tennis to defeat Chesnokov 7-5, 
6-4 in one hour and 18 minutes. The third-seeded American now 
faces either Australian Jason Stohenberg or Italian Gianlnca 
Pozzi in Sunday’s final. Krickstein will be aiming to win his first 
tournament in two years. He made last year’s final in Brisbane, 
but lost to compatriot Brad Gilbert after playing one of the worst 
matches of his career. 


NEW YORK (AP)— The list of 26 cities bidding for 1994 World 
Cup games wQl be shortened next Thursday and officials from 
FIFA, soccer’s governing body, will visit the remaining dties from 
Oct. 29-Nov. 7. From 8-to-12 cities will be chosen for the 52-game 
tournament, which takes place from June 17-JuIy 17, 1994. The 
filial list of cities will be picked next spring and hkfiridual games — 
such as the opener and the final — wul be assigned next summer. 
“We have 26 extraordinarily through bids, but the time has come 
that we must take the first step in narrowing the field,” said 
Chock Calc, the chief executive officer of World Cup USA 1994. 


Marseille closes gap with Monaco 


Connors faces McEnroe In Basel semis 


BASEL, Switzerland (AP) — American Jimmy Connors defeated 
Amos Mansdorf 6-3, 6-2 Friday to reach the semifinals of the 
$750,000 Swiss Indoors Tournament. He will face okl rival John 
McEnroe in Stanrday’s match. McEnroe, the eighth seed, 
advanced with a 7-6 (7-2), 6-3 victory over Sweden’s fJw-i gfian 
Bergstroem. McEnroe swept to a 4-1 lead in the first set but then 
faltered as the Swede regained the form he displayed to knockout 
top-seeded Michael Stich Wednesday. McEnroe won the tiebreak 
and went on to break his opponent’s serve 4-3 in the second set. 
Connors, 39, controlled Mansdorf, 14 years his junior, through- 
out their quarterfinal match. He swiftly took a 4-1 lead in the first 
set and won five straight games straight in the second set. 


PARIS (R) — Champions Marseille moved within one point of 
French Soccer League leaders Monaco by drawing 1-1 at Auxerre 
Friday. Defender WfflLam Prunier beaded Auxerre in front after 
eight minutes bvft marksman Jean-Pierre Papin equalised with a 
penalty kick 15 minutes later. Marseille were without England 
winger Chris Waddle, still suffering from his left heel injury, and 
defender Franck Sauzee, who has hurt his thigh. Monaco, who 
suffered their second defeat of the season when they went down 
1-0 at Caen Thursday, lead with 19 points from second-placed 
Marseille on 18. “It was a tough match against a very good team 
and we are satisfied with the result,” said Marseille trainer 
Tomislav Ivic. Paris St Germain, the only unbeaten side in tire 
league, are third, two points behind the champions with a game in 
hand. The Paris dub play at struggling Rennes Saturday. 


Navratilova pulls out of Essen 


Late goals put Bayer top of Bundesllga 


ESSEN, Germany (R) — American veteran Martina Navratilova 
was forced to retire from her semifinal against compatriot Mazy 
Joe Fernandez in the Essen Invitation Women’s Tennis event 
Saturday because of a thi gh strain. After winning the fast set 6-3, 
the 34-year-old Navratilova found herself hampered by a muscle 
injury in her left thigh mid pulled out with Fernandez leading 2-1 
in the second set. Navratilova, who first injured die muscle in a 
round-robin group match Thursday, said she stiQ hoped to be able 
to play in the International Women’s Cup Tournament in Milan 
next week. “I knew that I would not have been able to play to the 
end and be fit for the final because of the problem so it was better 
to retire,’’ the American said. “I hope after a few days* rest it will, 
be okay for Milan.” 


BONN (R) — Bayer Leverkusen went top of the German soccer 
first division when they scored twice in tiro last five minutes for a 
2-0 win at lowly Bochum. German Under-21 international Heflro 
Hcnfich, who had crane on as a substitute 10 minutes earlier, and 
former east German international Andreas-Thom were Bayer’s 
m m lt Mne n. The win put Leverkusen one pint ahead of VFB 
Stuttgart, who faced a tough away game at fourth-placed 
Hamburg Saturday. In the Bavarian derby, Bayern Munich 
earned a point at Nuremberg with a 1-1 draw. The home team 
equalised through Oiristian Wueck after Roland Wohlfarth had 
put die visitors ahead in die second half. Struggling Cologne, who 
have yet to win this season, equalised through Henri Ftichs in the 
88th minnte against Wattenscfaeid to earn their ninth draw in 11 
matches. 


Maleeva-Fragniere reaches Bayonne semis 


Klinsmann extends contract with Inter 


BAYONNE, France (AP) — Top seed Mannela Maleeva- 
Fragniere of Switzerland beat No. 5 seed lube Halard of France 
6-3, 6-4, .to reach the semifinals of the $150,000 Bayonne Open. 
She next feces Rachel McQuillan of Australia, who beat No. 4' 
seed Radka Znibakpva of. Czechoslovakia^ 4-6, 6-1, 6-3 ..In 
another quarterfinal, third-seeded Nathalie Tauziat of France 
ousted Eva Sviglerova of Czechoslovakia, 6-4, 6-1. Tauziat’s 
semifinal opponent will be secood seed Leila Meskhi of die Soviet 
Union, who downed Claudia Porwik of Germany. 6-4, 6-3. 


MILAN (AP) — German national team striker Jurgen KEnsmann- 
has extended his contract with Internationale of Milan through 
1994, the Italian major league chzb announced Friday. Klins- 
mann. a 27-year-okl fo rwar d who joined Inter in 1989, wfllgfet 900^ 
million lire ($720,000)' a two-sfaaibif ^t^ i riw L^&T 

contract * with die Italian 'kfes dne% et^ iif J l99£. 

Klinsmann, who teams on Inter with feUow-Geimans Andreas 
Brehme and Lothar Matthaeus, said bis decision to stay with Inter 
coincided with the change of coach. Inter replaced five-year coach 
Giovanni Trapattrari with Corrado Errioo this season. 


Sanchez advances to Palermo semis 


PALERMO, Sicily (AP) — Top-seeded Emilio Sanchez of Spam 
advanced to the semifinals of tile $300,000 ATP Men’s Tennis 
Tournament by defeating eighth-seeded Thomas Master of 
Austria 6-3, 7-6 (7-3). Frederic Fontang of France and Jorde 
Arrese of Spain also moved on to semifinals with wins over 
Massimo Cierro of Italy and Yannick Noah of France, respective- 
ly. Fontang defeated Cierro, the new Italian national champion 
and crowd favourite, in straight sets, 6-1, 6-7 (7-1). Sptun's 
Arrese, ranked 43rd in die world, thwarted Noah’s comeback 
attempt with a three-set win over the Frenchman, 6-2, 4-6, 6-4. “I 
haven’t played any tournaments in many months and so Pm very 
content to have won two matches and to have enjoyed the 
publicity,” Noah said. 


Museeuw leads Tour off Ireland 


LIMERICK, Ireland (AP) — Johan Museeuw edged Belgian 
compatriot Eric Vanderaerden to win the third stage of the Tour 
of Ireland cycling race. Museeuw also took the overall lead dne to 
a special time deduction he earned by placing second in an 
intermediate sprint in Friday’s stage. Museeuw, who races fertile 
Lotto team, finished the 185-ltifonietre stage from Galway to 
Limerick in four hours, 44 minutes, 55 seconds. He now has a one 
secood lead in the overall standings over Dutchman John Talen, 
who had led after the second stage. Museeow’s time for the first 
three stages was 1325.33. Dutchman Adri Van Der Pod, one 
second befaind Talen entering the third stage, fell on the finishing 
sprint and Talen had to brake to avoid him. 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 1991 : 

fly Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll R&Tter Foundation . 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
won't need to be thfembtf of force any 
more in a matter that has earned yen to 
any ■ dm n yonr shoulder. Your 
iaad fcppaaatmcia«a become a 
at the past. 


taBb m you poetobty on and for tmridqg 
m manyooBecthms as yon arc able to 
'get done. 

SCORFfOr (October 23 to Nomaober 


;a )Y ou are able ID got ipextoer to do 


ARBS: (March Z1 to April 1 9) Be 
careful another peocn does not try to 
pot a last one over yon in some feumdal 
deahug/otbenrito the report s sw g ood 
for yon to baft) op yoar fortune. 


to ■ 


yon wisfa E yoa apfxbadi ffoVhar 


Made of any utnatioib 
SA&TTARmS: (Novomber22 to De- 


TAXJHDS: (April 30 to May 20) Yoo 
•tod tint a partner docs not see eye to 
eye with you but don't ag g r a v at e Urn 
and folhm yarn own plan and got year 
in order. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Awid a 
Mow associate who Ms you have 
eve ry thing is your femur and got at 
tt»n« private c o nc er n s that have made 
yoo fed restricted. 

MOON CHILDREN: (hue 22 to My 
21) Now yon come to a day when you 
would be wise to get away from that 
emotional Be fora RtUe wbBe and see 
friends joa have neglected. 

LEO: (Juftr 22 to August 21) Yoo find 
yoo ham many ideas for geufog ahead 
to the world of activity so discuss just 
what you want tt do with highly ptaed 
pe sso n e able lb tod yon gain your 
■mtotione. 


camber 21) Whatever yon taw in miad. 
that does require a most Oakfie 
approach than your present On to your 
work Is good so look to. all th e ph a ses. 

CAPRICORN: (December Zfto _W 
ary 20) Now there are some interesting 
means by whkfiyou can show the chum 
tore is yoms bra that yoo psnaBy keep 
hidden beneath the serious exterior. ; 

AQQARRBc (Jamnay 31 to February 
IS) H yon keep from bring preoccupied 
abort some outside matter that yon jot 
don’t understand, you can a c oom p B sh 
much at your residence. 

TtSCZSc (February 2D to Match 28). 
Forget those appeals at a distance and 
stick to routine matters that cm bring 
yon more efficiency and/or comfort at 
your present environment. 

Taday’a chid: If your <feU were bom 
today she or be b highly endowed 
y o ung s ter m'need of the benefits that 


VIRGO: (Angost 22 to September 22) 
Maay new ideas of a lofty nature eau be 
yours now so stay away as much as 
potoble from those drab drudgeries and 
loom into aB aspects of some new 
beghmfog. 

LIBRA: (S ep te m b er 23 to October 22) 
A great day tor yon to gel rid of as many 


g aining brings. Sucre n h the 
wodd of outside activity won't be part 


of this progenies picture until you have 
inculcated the concept of ' ’" J 

pics and precepts into their 
attitude. 


“The sure bapd, they do not com-. 
WhM yon make of yoar fife k 
op to you. 
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* Jewellery with personal designs. 


■World RasouraoS' Oapn S Co. Inc. 
Jamten-Gen^ 


Amman- Rio De JanMro 
Amman- Anas HoM- Mv eWo. 







THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



CCIMiUM IBM 
Ceam 


Harris 


“After all these years, 1 still 
see fireworks when you kiss me!” 


j ■ 


e v 


i t 


‘ _ JJoacrambta these four Jumbles, 
j one letter to eapti square, to fonn 




OPYPP 


erm 


GOBUM 





SCYTIK 


TIT 



EXYONG 


c 


_ 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
“TjsTHenrl Arnold ajjd^Bgb'I^e . _ 

J- 



A BARGAIN SALE IS 
A PLACE WHEKE 
MANY A WOMAN 15 
EXHAUSTED BEFORE— 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form trie surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hem: 


" mum 


(Answers tomorrow) 


“ «■ 
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rl-. 


Sci 
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'aat 
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French' Fraac 


7.2757“ 


Sterling Pound 


Dtatscbc Mark 
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French Franc 


1 MTH 


6 MTHS 


Eusfua 
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5.62 
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ua 

MltM 

mm 

8.00 

8.06 



9.25 

9.37 

9.43 


6 . 75 
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8.00 

9.87 

9. 93 
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European Currency Unit 9.87 
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Serrte** Sector 


Soviet president creates 
council to boost reform 

MOSCOW (R) — President Mikhail Gorbachev has created a special 
e nterpri se council to i m prove conditions for Soviet private bnrincm- 
men and help spec d free-market reform. 

A presidential decree canted by the Soviet news agency TASS said 
the 28-member council would advise and assist in creating a legal and 
financial framework for free enterprise to expand. 
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long-awaited debt 
rescheduling accord 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel’s trou- 
■blcd . Koor Industries Ltd 
Koor signed a long-awaited 
restructuring deal witb its cred*: 
tors Friday, catting Its debts by 
one third and removing thethreat 
of bankruptcy, the company said. 

Under the accord, which took 
three yean to complete, Israel's 
largest industrial conglomerate 
restructured its debts to Israeli 
mid foreign banks and bondhol- 
ders. Koor includes electronics, 
infrastructure, chemicals, food 
and trade firms. 

Under die agreement. Root's 
nearly $1.2 billion debt shrunk by 
same $450 million. Share capital 
now totals $150 rnOfion against a 
negative figure of about >70 mil- 
lion in die second half of 1991. 

Today marks the birthday of a 
new Koot with a bright f uture . 
The burdens of die past have 
been eased, our operations are 
profitable and the heavy shadow 
of uncertainty about die com- 
pany's prospect has been re- 
moved,” said Root’s Managing 
Director Benjamin Gaon. 


Romanian food price 
inflation tons 200% 


BUCHAREST (R) — Official 
figures published Friday showed 
Romanian food price inflation, 
one of the latent causes of current 
political violence, exceeding 200 
per cent. 

The National Statistics Com- 
mission monthly bulletin showed 
that consumer prices had risen by 
an average of 197.2 per cent since 
inflation data began to be collated 
last October — with food price 
rises amounting to 229.2 per cent 
up to the end of August. 

•prices • for non-food items 
jumped by 200.8 per cent The 
lowest area of price rises was in* 
the services sector, where the 
increase was 1223 per cent, the 
bofletm. 'reported. 

Prinid Minister i Petre Roman, 
who was forced by rioting miners 
to resign Thursday, had intro- 
duced a series of reforms over the 
past 10 months that ended state 
subsidies and liberalised prices. 

Meanwhile, Romania has 
asked the European C omm u ni ty 




The Spanish Cultural Centre announces the 
move of its premises , to: 

Jabal Amman - Third Circle — behind Hotel 
Jordan Intercontinental - near A1 Sharq. 
Restaurant/Abu Ahmad, Mohammad Hafez 
Muaz Street, as pf Sept 30, 1991 

TeL 624049 - 610858 




Tel: 634144 


TEQUILA SUNRISE 


Star. 330, &15, 830, 1030 p-m. 


KING OF 
NEW YORK 

Show : 1230. 330. 6: 15, 830, 1030 pa. 




Oct 3, 


THE OPENING OF 
NabB At MashW Theafre 

with . 

T TIME PLAY 

•Starting: The family of 'Abu Awwad neighbourhood' 

Shows start at 830 every cvemng 



ROOF TOPS 


Jordanian government seeks 
to rechannel its investments 


Koor reported a net loss of 112 
million shekels ($48.5 million) in 
the first half of 1991 compered 
with a loss of 84 million shekels 
during the same period the pre- 
vious year. Annual ales are $2.6 
bOfion and it has 20,000 workers. 

Koor was 97 per cent owned by 
the Hevrat Haovdim, economic 
arm of Israel’s Histadnit labour 
federation. But by the end of the 
agreement's implementation. 
Hevrat Haovdim will own less 
than 26 per cent of the company. 
The rest of its shares will be held 
tty banks, the government and 
the public. 

Root's debts to Israeli banks, 
mostly to BankHapoatim, will be 
cot by $200. million while the 
renaming $400 mdfion win be 
paid over nine years. 

A $200 million debt to foreign 
banks win be cut by $40 mini on 
and the rest win be paid in a 
combination of cash ($85 mil- 
lion), ordinary shares ($35 mil- 
lion) and a new four-year debt 
($40 millkra). 


By a Jordan Tunes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Tn line with a shift in 
policy and strategy, the govern- 
ment is planning to dispose off 
part of its investments in private 
sector-dominated establishments 
as well as newspapers, but wQl do 
so without causing any undue 
fluctuations at th6 Amman Finan- 
cial Market, according to official 
sources. 

M Tbe concept that guides gov- 
ernment investments is that there 
is no necessity to bold on to 
shares in entities and projects 
once they are weD-established,” 
said a senior official. “The capital 
freed from the existing projects, 
will be diverted to new projects, 
mostly in the industrial produc- 
tion area,” added the official, 
who preferred to remain anony- 
mous. 

Among the shares to be floated 
at the Amman Financial Market 
are those held by the Jordan 
Investment Corporation (JIC), a 
direct government agency, in 
some of the leading hotels and 


the A1 Ra’i and A1 Dustour news- 
paper establishments. 

Mohammad Batayneh of the 
JIC told the Jordan Times that 
while a derision ifi principle had 
been taken to dispose off JIC 
Shares “in some of the hotels and 
other establishments, no definite 
move” had been set in motion to 
actually put the shares in the 
market 

“Decisions to actually sell 
some of the shares in some of the 
establishments depend on various 
factors and timing ” he said whil- 
om elaboration. 

The JIC derision to sell its 
shares in the two newspapers 
comes in line with a provision in a 
draft law on press ami publication ■ 
limiting government participation 
to 30 per cent. 

The law has not been endorsed 
by parliament and influential par- 
liamentarians from both the upper 
and lower booses say that they 
would seek to eliminate govern- 
ment investment altogether in 
any newspaper as and when the 
draft legislation comes up for 


debate on the floor. 

The Council of Ministers has 
given the green light for the sale 
of the 15 per cent shares owned 
by the JIC in A1 Ra’i and A1 
Dustour. 

The JIC owns around one third 
of Amman's two leading hotels — 
Marriott and Fhfladclphia — in 
addition to shares in the Main 
Spa Hotel, the Coral Beach Hotel 
in Aqaba and the A1 Hhmnch 
Spa in the north as well as several 
other facilities related to tourism 
in the Kingdom. 

According to Mr. Batayneh, 
the JIC has invested more than 
JD ISO milli on in various projects 
in the country. The JIC official 
did not provide any figure for the 
funds still available with the orga- 
nisation for investments. 

JIC Acting Manager Saleh 
Rifai was recently quoted as 
saying that the corporation would 
se£k not to cause any disruption 
or undue fluctuation at the Am- 
man Financial Market while 
offering its shares for sale to die 
public. 

Mr. Rifai affirmed that the JIC 


was turning its focus to souring 
np new projects rather than con- 
tinuing to tie down its funds in 
entities which have already been 
established and dong well.', ‘ 

The corporation is now inviting 
private-sector participation, in 
carrying out feasibility studies on 
projects. Among the studies 
already completed or under- way 
are projects to set up a glass fibre 
plant, a glass container plant and 
a facility to manufacture polyp- 
ropylene sacks for grain. 

Majority shares in these pro- 
jects are expected to be held by 
the private sector while the JIC 
will limit its participation to Jess 
than 20 or 15 per cent. 

Tbe JIC was formally endorsed 
as the centralised government in- 
vestment agency by a Royal De- 
cree issued last week. It now 
groups all government shares in . 
various establishments and the 
capital available with the' Pension 
Fund, which was founded m 1976 
and owned boltings in a multi- 
tude of commercial organisa- 
tions. 


(EC) for 1.5 million tonnes of 
wheat and other food aid to help 
it through tbe winter, a European 
Commission spokesman said Frv- 
day. 

He said first unofficial esti- 
mates were that the total cost of 
the gifts sought by Bucharest 
would exceed $600 minion — 10 
times the amount of EC food aid 
committed to Romania so for tins 
year. 

Tbe spokesman said commis- 
sion officials might go to 
Bucharest to study the food aid 
request when die situation there 
allowed. 

Tbe request included 300, 00Q 
tonnes of potatoes, 10,000 tonnes 
of butter, 10,000 tonnes of cheese 
and 2,000 tonnes of milk powder, 
he added. 

The commission hopes to start 
exploratory talks with die Roma- 
nian government in October on 
the possibility of an association 
agreement witb the EC. 


Canadians ‘Tie recovery is in trouble ’ 

national U.S. consumer confidence 

strike falls for 3rd straight month 

^^ A WOTkersf 8 SS?^ NEW YORK (AP)-- Consumer gross national product (GNP) 
state's latest pay offer a “dap m confidence tumbled again m country’s total outpttt of g p 
the face ” resumed Friday a September, a grim portent for tbe and services, and the 8.9 per < 
national strike that had crippled «he»dy choppy U.S. economic increae in the number of Ar 
services for 10 days earlier this «*»veiy, the conference board leans filing for unemployment 
• has said. nefits were die latest signs < 

The business-supported re- struggling economy, anal; 

The 70,000 employees again search group said its consumer said, 
halted grain shipments, paralysed confidence index skidded nearly “The recovery is in troub 
some government services and 3.5 points to 72.7. The drop was said David Jones, an economs 
were considering whether to de- the third straight dedine in tbe Aubrey G. Lanston and Co 
lay flights at airports and slow index, which is compiled from a government securities dea 
goods moving across the U.S. survey of 5,000 households “The weak spots are emp 
border. nationwide and is widely followed merit, consumer spending 

“We do not tike this action ““tototor of consumer send- 
lightly.” union president Dmyl nKnt rOT,ery 

Bean told reporters. “However, The decline raised new con- sta T . , 

once again, an inflexible govern- ceres about tbe economic recov- Analysts naa oeen expec 
meat has chosen to declare war cry, which cannot proceed with- ** report to show n 
on its own employees, with no out help from consumers. Con- T cakn £!f rf." 0 ™ A 

regard for the future morale and smner spending aocoimts for ab- Ju ^ e ’ , we f e , 

productivity of the federal public -out two-thirds of the gross nation- ™ at “Jf dro P- was P®* . al 

service." al product. per cent, with omsumex and | 

th*. mnrhm ti-- Further bad news about con- ermnent spending and busu 

■ sumer spending came from Ford ngto ckmg of mventones ail 

gP v ” n ? ent ?. deQa °° Motor *rid its car sales ™f d l °T*. ... . 

thpr tragm thg year TOd aupos; {ell 22 6 cent in mid _ ft marked the second sttn 

of three p er u emm each of September. Other cannakem also * wnward °"gm 

expected to report weak tteeMupc^rwm, thought to h 
plan to help control inflation and salcs actually been growing at 

. . “Given recent consumer confi- annual rate of 0.4 per cent m 
The earlier walkout ended (fence readings, those who expect s P nn «- That m revised 
^ ®°'S n ' the economy to rebound fatfae n*®* to show a slight 0.1 
ment agreed to resume negoha- months of tbe year are . . 

turns and the nihng conservatives ^ J[ ” «airf The nse tn jobless d amn 
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bon imposing stiff fines on de- T 14, up from 403,000 the previ 

fiant workers. week, was seen as even ni 

But Prime Minister Brian Mul- “A concerned and insecure worrisome because it showed 
Toney's govern m ent has warned consumer is a cautious spender,” layoffs, winch should be dedh 
workers it would reintroduce die he said.. in a norma] recovery, are be] 

legislation if they resumed the Mr. Linden said consumers are mug to rise again. 

Alike. increasingly worried about the Tbe increase left jobless da 

The government, in its latest current state of the economy, and at their highest level in ti 
offer, held firm on tbe wage are also ambivalent about busi- months. Analysts said only | 
freeze but offered a 500-dollar ness conditions six months from of the jump could be explai 
($444) contract-signing bonus ot now. away by the fact that it reflecti 

10,500 lower-paid members of Unemployment continues to be rebound following a hohe 

the Public Service Affiance of a particular concern. Forty per shortened filing period in 
Canada (PSAC). cent of tbe respondents said jobs previous week. 

“It. is in effect a slap in the are currently hard to get, while The Bush administration c 
face,” Mr. Bean raid. _ only 7.5 per cent called jobs throes to insist that tbe reeoi 
Treasury Board President GO- plentiful. from the recession has beg 

les Loisefle rejected tbe union’s The Conference Board said the most likely in May, and that 
demand to appoint an indepen- current view of jobs is the most GNP trill rebound and b< 
dent mediator. negative since the 1982 recession, growing at annual rates of 

“I myself am beginning to won- Tbe survey was conducted by tween two per cent and three 
der if PSAC really wants a settle- National Family Opinion Inc. of cent in the last half of the y< 
ment,” ,Mr. Loisefle told pariia- Toledo, Ohio. But administration offic 

meat “We made new offers and I Meanwhile, the U.S. economy also concede that various s U 
expea them to be cotsidered.” declined at a worse-than- tics have shown the econc 
The union said it would decide expected annual rate, of 0.5 per growing at a slower pace t 
at the weekend whether to slow cent in tbe spring, and there was a they would like to see as 
traffic at border crossings to the big jump in laid-off workers seek- country heads into a presides 
United States and delay flights as mg jobless benefits early this election year, 
members did in the walkout two month, the government has said. President Bush conveyed 
weeks ago. Tbe downward revision in foe meetings last week of bis cabu 


NEW YORK (AP) — Consumer 
confidence tumbled again in 
September, a grim portent for tbe 
already choppy U.S. economic 
recovery, tbe conference board 
has said 

The business-supported re- 
search grocqi said its consumer 
confidence index skidded nearly 
3.5 points to 72.7. The drop was 
tiie third straight dedine in the 
index, which is compiled from a 
survey of 5,000 households 
nationwide and is widely followed 
as an indicator of consumer senti- 
ment. 

The decline raised new con- 
cerns about tbe economic recov- 
ery, which cannot proceed with- 
out help from consumers. Con- 
sumer spending aocounts for ab- 
- out two-thirds of the gross nation- 
al product. 

Further bad news about con- 
sumer spending came from Ford 
Motor Co., wUd: said its car sales 
fell 22.6 per cent in mid- 
September. Other carmakers also 
were expected to report weak 
sales. 

“Given recent consumer confi- 
dence readings, those who expect 
the economy to rebound in the 
remaining months of the year are 
likely to be disappointed,” said 
Conference Board economist Fa- 
bian Linden. 

“A concerned and insecure 
consumer is a cautious spender,” 
be said.. 

Mr. Linden said consumers are 
increasingly worried about the 
current state of the economy, and 
are also ambivalent about busi- 
ness conditions six months from 
now. 

Unemployment continues to be 
a particular concern. Forty per 
cent of tbe respondents said jobs 
are c ur rently hard to get, while 
only IS per cent called jobs 
plentiful. 

The Conference Board said the 
current view of jobs is the most 
negative since the 1982 recession. 

The survey was conducted by 
National Family Opinion Inc. of 
Toledo, Ohio. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. economy 
declined at a worse-than- 
expected annual rate, of 0.5 per 
cent in tbe spring, and there wasa 
big jump in laid-off workers seek- 
ing jobless benefits early tins 
month, the government has said. 

Tbe downward revision in the 
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DELUXE FURNISHED VILLA 
FOR RENT 

Al Rasheed area near Jordan University, two storey 
(American style), total area 250m 2 , private garage, 
garden and telephone. 

For further Information please contact 
owner at tel. 601369 


VACANCY 

A diplomatic mission in Amman is looking for a 
well-qualified and thoroughly experienced ex- 
ecutive secretary to work temporarily up to 6 
months on a full-time basis. Applicants must be 
Jordanians, fluent in both English and Arabic, 
and skillful in operating basic office equipment 
including personal’ computers. 

Interested candidates may apply in writing to 
the Personnel Officer, P.O.Box. 2617 Jabal' 
Amman, not later than October 9, 1991. 


gross national product (GNP) the 
country’s total output of goods 
and services, and the 8.9 per cent 
increase in the number of Amer- 
icans fiHng for unemployment be- 
nefits were the latest signs of a 
struggling economy, analysts 
said. 

“The recovery is in trouble,” 
said David Jones, an economist at 
Aubrey G. Lanston and Co., a 
government securities dealer. 
“Tbe weak spots are employ- 
ment, consumer spending and 
booting. Those could be danger- 
ous signs that the recovery will 
stall out.” 

Analysts had been expecting 
the GNP report to show new- 
found weakness from April 
through June, but they were sur- 
prised that tiie drop was put at 0-5 
per cent, with consumer and gov- 
ernment spending and business 
restocking of inventories all re- 
vised lower. 

It marked the second straight 
downward revision. Originally, 
the economy was thought to have 
actually been growing at an 
annual rate of 0.4 per cent in the 
spring. That was revised last 
month to show a slight 0.1 de- 
dine. 

The rise in jobless claims to 
439,000 for the week ending Sept. 
14, up from 403,000 the previous 
week, was seen as even more 
worrisome because it showed that 
layoffs, which should be dedining 
in a normal recovery, are begin- 
ning to rise again. 

The increase left jobless claims 
at their highest level in t h ree 
months. Analysts said only part 
of the jump could be explained 
away by tiie fact that it reflected a 
rebound following a hohday- 
sbortened filing period in the 
previous week. 

The Bush administra tion con- 
tinues to insist that tbe recovery 
from the recession has begunv- 
most likely in May, and that the 
GNP will rebound and begin 
growing at annual rates of be- • 
tween two per cent and three per 
emit in the last half of the year. 

But administration officials 
also concede that various statis- 
tics have shown the economy 
growing at a slower pace than 
they would like to see as the 
country heads into a presidential 
election year. 

President Bush conveyed two 
meetings last week of bis cabinet- 
• 'level economic policy council to 
discuss what more tbe govern- 
ment needs to do to spur the 


economy. 

Federal Reserve (Fed) Chair- 
man Alan Greenspan met with 
President Bosh and his top economic 
policymakers Friday and analysts 
expect officials will step up the 
pressure for tbe Fed to cut in- 
terest rates further. 

“There is no question but-the 
administration wants Greenspan 
to cut rates again,” said David 
Wyss, chief financial economist at 
DRJ-McGraw Hill. Mr. Wyss 
predicted that tbe Fed will go 
along, especially in light of an 
■ unrelenting string of weak econo- 
. mic reports showing drops in 
housing sales, manufacturing' 
orders and consumer confidence., 

Michael Evans, head of a' 
Washington forecasttnjrfpn, raid 
the latest baldly of 3$*! . ndws 
forced him to trim Wtorecasi for! 
GNP growth in the final half of; 
this year to around one per rent - 

That would be far below 'the 
3.2 per cent growth needed to 
reach the administration's fore- 
cast tint tbe economy will expand 
by 0.8 per cent for the full year. ' 

The hardships caused by the 
recession were highlighted in* 
another report that showed the 
number of Americans living in 
poverty rose 5.5 per cent last year 
to 33.6 million. It was the first 
increase since 1963 when the 
country was emerging from, the 
previous recession. 

In yet another bad economic 
report, the government said that 
corporations' after-tax profits fell 
a revised 3.5 per cent in tbe 
second quarter, even worse than 
the originally reported 1.6 per 
cent. It was the third quarterly 
dedine in profits and left them at 
an annual rate of $160.6 billion, 
their fewest point since the Laid 
three months of 1967. 

While revising the GNP decline 
to make it worse, the government 
arid that inflation was subdued ‘ 
during the second quarter with si 
GNP price index tied to an un- 
changing market basket of goods 
and services rising by only 3.1 per 
emit at an annual rate. That was 
down significantly from 5.2 per 
cent in the first quarter. 

Before tbe 0.5 per cent drop in 
the Aprfl-Jnne quarter, the GN? 
fell at an annual rate of 1.6 per 
cent in the October-December 
quarter last year and 2.8-in the 
January-March period tins year. - 

The three consecutive dedines- 
left the GNP, after adjusting for 
inflation, at $4,119 trillion in the 
second quarter. 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 
CO LTD 


Invitation to Tender 
18F/91 

JPMC announces the invitation. to tender No.' 
18F/91 for the. supply; of two calcining drums. - 
The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices .in Amman supply department until 2:00 
p.m. local time Tuesday 5.11.1991. Application, 
for documents should be accompanied by a 
non-refundable fee of JD 130 for each set of. 
tender documents. * 

Tbe closing date for submission tender is 12:00 
hours local time Tuesday 12, November 1991. 

- Wasef Azar 
Managing Director 
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Georgian factions are moving 
towards accord; streets quiet 



TBILISI, Soviet Union (R) — 
Georgian President Zviad Gam- 
sakhurdia and rebel factions' 
appeared to be moving towards 
. agreement Saturday to end 

bloodshed in the southern repub- 
I Be. 

I ' But in Moscow, focus of efforts 

to forge a new confederation 
replacing the centralised Soviet 
\ . state, signs grew of an economic 

\ crisis threatening the entire re- 
gion. Top economist Grigory 
Yavlinsky said Soviet gold and 
* currency reserves had been dra- 
matically cut over the last year. 

“Over one year, we have cut 
our gold reserves by over two 
thirds and lost our foreign curren- 
ts -£»cy deposits. Where will be we in a 
year?" He asked in a television 
interview Friday night. 

: In the Republic of Georgia, 
rebel guards at the central televi- 
v~^ sion studios seized two weeks ago 
were reduced overnight and the 
gunfire that had echoed through 
- the night over the last week was 
absent. 

Opposition groupings met at 
the studios to decide strategy and 
the military set up checkpoints 


through the capital, Tbflia, but 
there were no incidents. 

Opposition officials hinted at a 
breakthrough after days of fruit- 
less contacts with the govern- 
ment, saying they had sent a 
four-man delegation for talks 
with government representatives. 

For the first time, the govern- 
ment delegation included a per- 
sonal representative of Mr. Gam- 
sakhurdia — his justice minister 
— and the city commandant. The 
opposition included a top official 
of the rebel National Guard and 
moderate deputies. 

Georgian Radio, however, 
raised uncertainty by announcing 
a curfew from 10 p.m. Saturday 
to 7 a.m. Sunday — a step Mr. 
Gamsakhurdia had drawn back 
from previously. There was no 
immediate explanation and no 
confirmation from the military 
but the move could be intended 
to force on Saturday's talks. 

The opposition had originally 
demanded the resignation of 
Gamsakhurdia, whom they ac- 
cuse of suppressing all opposition 
and pushing the republic towards 
dictatorship. 


That demand has been drop- 
ped by the opposition over the 
last 10 days of stalemate. 

But leading oppositionist Eldar 
Shengalaya said the opposition 
still wanted government control 
of the press to be abolished, the 
release of political prisoners and 
a special partiainentaiy debate to 
be broadcast live on television. 


founded. 

If the street resistance dies, 
Mr. Gamsakhurdia would face 
little danger in parliament. Under 
the constitution a three-quarters 
majority is needed to force his, 
resignation. 



Mr. Gamsakhurdia, a former 
tfissktent, was elected president 
in May in a landslide victory. 
Since then some of his closest 
allies have turned against him 
although be retains strong popu- 
lar support especially in the pro- 


Mean while the Komsomol, the 
rilling Communist Party’s onco- 
mighty youth movement is ex- 
pected to follow its parent orga- 
nisation into oblivion this 
weekend when disillusioned 
members hold an emergency con- 


Hjs long-time personal friend 
Tengiz Kitovani led a rebellion in 
the National Guard he commands 
and the guard has become the 
spearhead of the campaign 
agflimn him. 


Mr. Kitovani has been criticised 
by moderate opponents of Mr. 
Gamsakhurdia for announcing 
two nights ago that 30 of his men 
had been slaughtered at a camp 
near Tbilisi. The report caused 
panic but turned out to be un- 


Once the ladder to power for 
the young and ambitious, the 
Komsomol lost its political role in 
die aftermath of last month’s 
coup attempt and the dissolution 
of the party. 

TASS dismissed it as “spiritual- 
ty obsolete.’ 

“An old totalitarian organisa- 
tion is dying," Komsomol Central 
Committee Secretary Andrei 
Aleinikov wrote in its former 
newspaper- Komsomolskaya 
Pravda. ‘Tomorrow the all-union 
Leninist Young Communist 
League (YCL) will not exist.” 


An 18-year-old Croatian girl. 


a bridge Mockadr. ia Zagreb 


EC envoy says ‘uncontrolled 


people 9 disrupt Yugoslav peace 


TJ.K. Labour Party gets fresh boost Dutch 


LONDON (R) — Prime Minister 
John Major's ruling Conserva- 
tives took a fresh blow when the 
latest opinion poll showed die 
opposition ahead on a majority of 
key issues. 

An ICM Survey in Saturday's 
Daily Mail newspaper said voters 
put the opposition Labour Party 
ahead on seven of 11 issues — 
health, education, unemploy- 
ment, transport, environment, 
local government and standard of 
Irving. 

The Conservatives were ahead 
on just four — inflation, nuclear 
weapons and defence, Europe 
and taxation. 

Mr. Major, his government 
under fire because of a deep 


economic recession and rising un- 
employment, must hold an elec- 
tion by next July. 

British Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion (BBC) Television reported 
Thursday night that an NOP poll 
gave Labour 42 per cent of the 
vote, up three from an NOP poll 
earlier this month. The Conserva- 
tives, in power for 12 years, were 
down two on 39 per cent- 


rales out early election,” said a 
headline in tire Times newspaper, 
a view matched by other political 
analysts after polls showed 
Labour regaining tire upper hand 
following several weeks of Con- 
servative leads. 


A strong lead in the opinion 
polls might have tempted Mr. 
Major to gamble on a snap elec- 
tion in November, commentators 
said. But they said recent polls 
had made such an election most 
unlikely. 

“Labour’s three per cent lead 


Conservative support has 
weakened despite the popularity 
of Mr. Major, 48, who has estab- 
lished hims elf as a figure of trust 
in the 10 months since he re- 
placed the increasingly unpopular 
Margaret Thatcher as party lead- 


reject 
changes in 
EC union 
proposals 


His personal popularity rating 
now stands at 64 per cent, eclips- 
ing that of Labour leader Neil 
lunnock at 34 per cent. 


Mobutu ready for Zaire Romanian 


crisis talks with opponents forces 


KINSHASA (R) — Zaire’s hard- 
line opposition geared up for 
power-sharing talks with Prest 1 
dent Mobutu Sese Seko in his 
marble palace Saturday. 

Intense Western pressure on 
the 60-year-old president paved 
the way for the meeting after a 
week of looting and army muti- 
nies pushed Zaire to the brink of 
complete anarchy. 

Mr. Mobutu’s' first ralks with 
the opposition '5 “sacred union” 
alliance, were expected to start by 
midday (1100 GMT) and might 
go on for hours, government 
source.-, said. 

Tough statements by Western 
ambassadors in Kinshasa left no 
doubt they want Mr. Mobutu to 
form a government of national 
unity with outspoken adversaries 
of Ms 26-year-old regime. 

Zaire was still shell-shocked 
Saturday six d vs after soldiers 
protesting over :heir pitiful wages 
first went on the rampage in 
Kinshasa and other cities. 

Hundreds of thousands of civi- 
lians joined in the orgy of looting, 
leaving the capital devastated and 
facing an imminent food crisis. 

There were no reports of major 
mddnfs in Kinshasa Friday . 
night. The night before, Zairean 
troops took advantate of the cur- 
lew to loot again. 

French and Belgian troops fan- 


ned out through the vast central 
African country, rescuing 
stranded foreigners. At least 
7,000 have already been evacu- 
ated to safety in Congo and other 
neighbouring countries. 

Before going into the talks with 
Mr. Mobutu, leaders of up to a 
hundred parties and groups in 
the Sacred Union met Saturday at 
the house of former Foreign 
Minister Nguza Kari-I Bond. 

He and former Interior Minis- 
ter Etienne Tshisekedi, a de- 
clared Mobutu enemy since 1980, 
were certain to play key roles in 
any unity government to replace 
Prime Minister Mulumba Luko- 
ji’s lame-duck administration. 

Political sources said the 
opposition was prep arin g its de- 
mands for a workable cohabita- 
tion with Mr. Mobutu, who has 
never had to share power since 
bis 1965 coup in the former Bel- 
gian colony. 


snuff out 


riots 


Foreign affairs, security and 
defence have all been Ms re- 
served domain during the six- 
month Lukoji government which 
has failed to prevent Zaire's slide 
into economic and political col- 
Ipase. 

The opposition rejected Mr. 
Mobutu’s request to hold Satur- 
day’s talks aboard Ms luxurious 
yacht, moored in the Zaire River. 


BUCHAREST (R) — Riot 
police launched a pre-dawn 
charge on drowsy demonstrators 
early Saturday, snuffing out the 
latest flareup of political unrest in 
Romania. 

Central Bucharest had almost 
returned to normal as the 
weekend began, although three 
days of rioting led by 8,000 coal- 
miners left a fragile government' 
under a caretaker leader. 

Prime Minister Petre Roman, 
whose resignation was accepted 
by President Ion Iliescu Thursday 
in a frightened concession to the 
rioters, appeared to-be fighting 
Ms way back. 

Street cleaners swept up shards 
of plate glass and hosed away 
lingering tear-gas. 

A hard core of some 500 min- 
ers chased from the central 
square under a deafening hail of 
flares and stun grenades soon after 
five a.m. road a special train 
home to the Jiu Valley 300 
kilometres west. 


THE HAGUE. Netherlands 
(AP) — Dutch Prime Minister 
Ruud Lubbers, whose nation 
holds the European Community 
(EC) presidency, has rejected cri- 
titism of a Dutch draft treaty 
bringing the trade bloc nearer to 
political union. 

The draft treaty, wMch in- 
creases the authority of the Euro- 
pean parliament and other com- . 
muity institutions has been 
strongly criticized by EC nations, 
notably Britain, who oppose, 
moves towards a federal Europe. 

Mr. Lubbers said the criticism 
had been too varied to warrant an 
overhaul of the proposed Dutch 
version of the European Political 
Union (EFU) treaty. 


ZAGREB (R) — Scattered fight- 
ing disturbed Yugoslavia’s cease- 
fire Saturday and a European 
Community (EC) envoy blamed 
“uncontrolled people" on both 
sides for the continued dashes. 

Croatian Radio reported two 
dead and 14 wounded during title 
night and early Saturday in the 
eastern Croatian town of Osijek 
and surrounding villages where 
the Yugoslav army and Serbian 
fighters are facing Croatian 
forces. 

But there were no immediate 
reports of dashes on other fronts 
in Croatia where more than 1,000 
people have been killed since its 
declaration of independence last 
June. 

Simon Sants; head of a team of 
EC ceasefire monitors in Croatia, 
said new arrangements for streng- 
thening the week-old truce were 
being implemented. 

He said Defence Minister 
General Veljko Kadijevic, head 
of the Serbian-led army and 
Croatian President Fraujo Tudj- 
man were both committed to the 
ceasefire but were not in lull 
control of their forces. 

“The ceasefire holds and both 
parties are committed within 
their capability,” Mr. Snrits stud. 
“Uncontrolled people are the 
problem that neither Kadijevic 
nor Tndjman can account for.” 

Mr. Snrits said special EC 


peace envoy Henri Wijnaendts, a 
Dutch diplomat, had apparently 
agreed with authorities in Bosnia- 
Herzegqvina to extend ceasefire 
monitoring arrangements to the 
volatile republic sandwiched be? 
tween Croatia and Serbia. 

Tan jug News Agency reported 
an .agreement between the army 
and civil authorities in Bosriia- 
Herzegovina to liaise daily to 
smooth out problems over Ser- 
bian and Montenegrin reservists 
whose arrival there threatened a 
conflict with Groats and Muslims. 

The truce is the first of Yugos- 
lavia’s five ceasefires since July to 
have restored relative calm for as 
long as a week. 

The army's withdrawal from 
two frontline towns in Croatia 
since last Sunday’s trace accord 
has raised cautions hopes for a 
limited disengagement of forces. 

The army pulled back from 
Vlnkovci in eastern Croatia 
Thursday and from Sin j near the 
Adriatic coast Friday. 

It also agreed to withdraw 
some reservists in the Mostar 
region of Bosma-Hetzegovina to 
barracks after camplaints that 
they could provoke a conflict with 
Croats and Muslims. 

Fighting has subsided since 
Wednesday, when Gen. 
Kadijevic and the presidents of 
Croatia and Serbia agreed on 
undisclosed measures to shore up 


Yugoslavia to speed up efforts 
also raised peace hopes. The con- 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


SL Petersburg mayor rejects aid 


FRANKFURT, Germany ((R) — St. Petersburg Mayor Anatoly 
Sobchak, stepping up a campaign to promote investment in Soviet 
agriculture, said Friday it would be hu mili at ing for Russia to 
receive simple, food handouts from the West. “Russia is not 
♦Ethiopia," Mr. Sobchak said in a speech at a banking conference 
in Frankfurt. Humanitarian aid would be an insult to the dignity 
.of Ms nation. The mayor of St. Petersburg was one of the leading 
dnQengers to last month's failed coup against Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbchev. He proposed the Soviet Union buy $10 billion 
worth of European Community (ECO food surpluses which would 
be paid for in the Soviet currency, about 150 billion roubles. The 
roubles could initially be reinvested into the Soviet economy, with 
the help of the European Bank for Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment (EBRD). 


when he returns Sunday. Western diplomats in Luanda doubt the 
welcome will be quite that great. Regardless, Mr. SavimM's 
return will mark a new phase in a peace process sealed by the 
signing of a ceasefire in Lisbon in May and set to culminate in free 
elections in the fall of 1992. 


8 killed in Soviet plane crash 


39 killed as typhoon hits Japan 


Austria, Italy call for U.N. 


human rights intervention 


“For the time being we’re 
forced to go back borne. We’re 
not very sure if our demands for 
better pay and cheaper food will 
be diet or well be cheated,” said 
mineworfcer Vasile Cristea, one 
of those who stayed on in 
Bucharest trying to force Mir. 
Iliescu to step down. 


TOKYO (AP) — Tyj- jon MireiUe, pelting Japan with heavy 
rains and strong wind has killed at least 39 people, injured 660 
and blacked out more than 3 million households, authorities said 
Saturday. Mireflle, the 19th typhoon spawned in the Pacific this 
year, Mt Japan’s southern shores Friday afternoon with winds 
gusting up to 212 kph (133 mph). Heavy rains triggered landslides 
and widespread flooding on the southern island of Kyushu, where 
10 deaths were reported Friday. According to the National Police 
Agency, 39 people had been killed, most by falling debris, 
landslides and floods, nationwide as of Saturday afternoon. 
Another ax people were reported missing and 660 injured. Police 
said the typhoon capsized 32 sMps and flooded 10,614 homes. 


MOSCOW (R) — A Soviet cargo plane crashed in the Gulf of 
Finland shortly after takeoff from the Russian dty of St. 
Petersburg Thursday, killing all eight people on board, the 
Russian Information Agency (RIA) said. RIA, quoting the 
Interior Ministry, said rescue workers found the wreckage of tire 
aircraft six kilometres from the airport shortly after air traffic 
controllers lost radio contact. It was not dear why the civilian 
aircraft crashed. The Soviet News Agency fTASS) said five out of 
18 people aboard an AN-16 military aircraft were seriously 
injured when it made an emergency landing at Kiev's Borispoi 
Airport in the Ukraine doting the night. TASS said the aircraft 
had run short of fad. It gave no details: 


U.S. arrests Colombian hitman 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
Austria and Italy called Friday 
•for increased U.N. intervention 
to safeguard human rights, even 
at the risk of violating sovereign- 
ty. Ai^tria called for a special 
U.N. -dree to be available for 
hum: rights duty. 

Er it tMs week, German 
Fore Minister Hans-Dietrich 
Ger -t called for a special In- 
ter- ,.i! Court of Justice to 
be;; an rights cases. He also 

;ai'- '- .'.ditional concepts of 

should nor prevent 
nfo -nal intervention. 

of protecting human 
rich •' fominated the General 
Assckr .-’y this week. But most 
Latin and Third World nations, 
vary of any threats to sovereign- 
ty, have not endorsed interven- 
tion in the affairs of a member 
state to safeguard human rights. 

The U.N. charter currently 
prohibits interference in the 
affairs of any state unless the 
situation jeopardises internation- 
al peace and security. 

On Friday, Austrian Foreign 
Minister Alois Mock called for a 
permanent U.N. force to be on 
call to prevent aiid redress human 
rights violations and to be de- 
ployed on an emergency basis in 
any counny. 

“Violations of human rights, 
wherever they occur must not be 


tolerated,” be said. “The U.N. 
ought to be able to quickly react 
to serious human rights abuses 
and to prevent any escalation." 

The question of human rights 
and fundamental freedoms is one of 
the pillars of the international 
order, he said. 

“Safeguarding these rights, 
therefore, cannot be considered, 
interference in internal affairs of 
a state.” 

Italian Foreign Minister Gianni 
de MicheHs also emphasised the 
overriding importance of human 
rights ana noted that after the 
Gulf War the United Nations 
send a police force into northern 
Iraq to safeguard Kurdish people 
who were being driven from their 
homeland by Iraqi authorities. 

“Intervention that is primarily 
aimed at protecting human rights 
... is a prerogative of the interna- 
tional community, which must 
have the power to suspend 
sovereignty whenever it is exer- 
cised in a criminal manner,” Mr. 
De Michelis said. 

In other business, Mr. De 
Michelis called for U.N. reform, 
the expansion of the Security 
Council and the amendment of 
the U.N. charter to eliminate the 
“enemies clause’’ which refers 
without . naming them to the ene- 
mies of World War 0 — Ger- 
many, Italy and Japan. 


The miners’ petrol-bombing, 
glass- smashing rampage had 
already damaged government 
headquarters, the parliament and 
the state television centre. 

But they stopped by a phalanx 
of troops and police Friday when 
they turned on Mr. Biescn's Cot- 
roceni Palace. ; 


Yeltsin due back In Moscow on Oct 10 


NEW YORK (R) — U.S. officials raced against time Friday to 
round up members of a Colombian execution squad after dealing 
the Medellin drug cartel a heavy blow by arresting its most feared 
assassin ori a New York street corner. But questions remained 
over tiie capture of the alleged professional killer, Dandeny 
Mimoz-Mosqnera, who was wearing a Mickey Mouse T-shirt and 
apparently bad nothing more deadly than a pocket knife on Mm 
when captured. The most imp o r t a nt question was — what was he 
doing in New York while scores of world leaders, from Ms 
country’s foreign minister to U.S. President George Bush, were in 
the city to attend the U.N. General Assembly? 


Before dawn Saturday, as the 
miners lay exhausted around 
campfires in University Square, 
wtrite-belmeted riot police ex- 
ecuted the coup de grace, en- 
countering virtually no resistance 
as they scattered the protesters. 

According to Health Ministry 
figures, two people died during 
the three days of violence and 135 
were taken to hospital with 
wounds, including 23 miners, 28 
cxvQfans and 84 police or security' 
men. 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian President Boris Yeltrin, whose health 
has been the subject of speculation, is on holiday at the Black Sea 
resort of Sochi and due to return to Moscow on Oct. 10, Russian 
television said Friday. Its raid-evening news said Mr. Yeltsin, who 
played a leading role in the defeat of last month’s coup against 
Sennet-President Mikhail Gorbachev, was resting. Reports earlier 
this month of a mild heart attack caused nervousness on Western 
fi n ancial markets. But Mr. Yeltsin's spokesmen said the 60-year- 
old leader was merely tired. A spokesman said Friday Mr. Yeltsin 
would break off his holiday to fly to the Kazakh capital of 
Alma-Ata for a signing ceremony if agreement was reached on an 
inter-republican economic onion. 


Former D.C. mayor gets 6 months 


Soviets to keep spy station in Cuba 


.WASHINGTON (R) — Rejecting pleas for leniency, a federal 
judge 1 decided that flamaboyant former Washington Mayor 
Marion Barry should serve six months in jail for Ms cocaine- 
possession conviction. U.S. District Judge Thomas Jackson 
dismissed arguments that Mr. Barry, once one of the nation’s 
most prominent Democratic black politicians, be spared from 
going, to jail and imposed the same tough sentence he originally 
handed down a year ago. Mr. Jackson had been ordered by a 
federal appeals court to re-sentence Mr. Barry and to more fully 
explain his reasons in imposing punishment. 


In statements to foreign televi- 
sion networks as the violence 
abated, Mr. Roman suggested 
fresh elections. 

But Mr. Iliescu, who was meet- 
ing leaders of the major parties 
Saturday to discuss foiunng “a 
government of broad ■ national 
openness,” has played down that 
idea. 

They would take ; several 
months to organise, be said Fri- 
day. In the meantime, the coun- 
try might be better with a “non- 
party premier.” 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Soviet Union will continue to keep a 
massive spy station in Cuba to spy on the United States, despite 
the warming in U.S.-Soviet relations, the Washington Post 
reported Saturday. The newspaper said the electronic monitoring 
station at Lourdes, near Havana, would be maintained even 
though Sonet President Mikhail Gorbachev said earlier this 
month that all Soviet-Cuban military ties would be severed. The 
Lourdes station uses high-tech electronic equipment to monitor 
naval and military manoeuvres in the United States, and also 
eavesdrops on nubtaiy, space and domestic communications, tile 
Past reported. 


Japan's oldest man dies at 108 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s oldest man, Gihei Oka, died Saturday at 
the age of 108, Kyodo Newsservice said. Mr. Oka died at home 
in Oyama, northeast of Tokyo. Japan’s oldest perspn i$ Waka. 
SMrahama, a U3-year-okl woman living in Miyazaki on the 
southern island of Kyushu. 


7 'dead" Filipino soldiers return 


Savimbi to return to Luanda after 16 years 


LUANDA, Angola (AP) — Angola’s war-weary capital is 
preparing to greet Jonas Savimbi, 16 years after the rebel chief 
retreated into the bush to lead Ms U.S.-backed guerrillas a gainst 
tiie pro-Soviet government Offi cials from Mr. Savimbi ’s National _ 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola, or UNITA, said 
one million supporters mil give their leader a triumphal welcome 


MANILA, Philippines (AP) — Seven soldiers who were reported 
to have been killed with 15 other troopen in a Communist 
ambush turned np alive in their camp a day later, die military said 
Saturday. The militaiy had reported that 22 soldiers died and six 
others were wounded in an ambush early Thursday tty New 
People’s Army guerrillas in Conner town, KaHnga Apayao 
province, about 350 kilometres north of Manila. However,, an 
updated report released Saturcfay said seven of the soldiers listed 
among the dead arrived die next day at die 45th Infantry 
Battalion! s camp a few kilometres from where the dash took 
place. 



Marx, Lenin sold 
by the pound ... 


NEW DELHI (AP)— The works 
erf Communist' philosophers and 


the truce. 

They declared a need for exclu- 
sively political solutions to the 
country’s crisis. 

The decision of an EC- 
sponsored peace conference on 


famous Russians were Isold tty the 
pound when the Soviet Cultural 
Department closed its tibraty in 
die south Indian city of Trivan- 
drum. Balaji, the scrap dealer 
who bought the books for 8 cents 
n ifi Wammft (less than 4 cents a 
pound), became an overnight 
celebrity.’ Scholars, politicians 
' even police flocked to Mm to 
sort through the half-tonne of 
books piled on the pavement 
where he does, business. “Five 
hundred kilogrammes (1,100 
pounds) of Marx, Engels, Lenin, 
Brezhnev, Tolstoy and Pushkin 
... have made Balaji a celebrity 
overnight," the Indian -Express 
newspaper reported from Trivan- 
dram, capita] of Kerala state. The 
paper said a professor was among 
the first to learn of Balaji’s recent 
acquisitions and started the side- 
walk stampede. The m a t t e r did 
not end there. The issue surfaced 
in the Kerala legislature, once 
controlled by a Communist Party 
and «rili sympathetic to socialism. 
Police were ordered to salvage 
what they could, but only 33 
pounds of the books remained. 


fcrence is seeking to map out a 
new model for Yugoslavia’s fii- 
tureon which all six republics can 
agree. 

Mr>. Wijnaendts said after talks 
with Gen. Kadijevic, Mr. Tudj- 
man and Serbian President Slo- 
bodan Milosevic that he saw new 
hope of ending tiie fighting. 

Croatian officials said Mr. 
Tudjman and Gen. Kadijevic had 
since held further contacts. *Tt 
wfll get calmer and calmer,” an 
n ffinal said. 

Croatia accuses Serbia and the 
army of trying to create a greater 
Serbia by occupying areas of 
Croatia and other republics 
where Serbs are in tiie majority. 

It believes the army may have 
decided after recent tough resist-' 
ance to poll bade to areas of 
Croatia where the republic's 
600,000-strong Serbian minority 
predominates. 

However, a senior army officer 
said the army, winch palled ont af 
the northern Republic of 
Slovenia after its declaration of 
independence in June, would not 
accept Croatia’s demand to leave. 


Store chain halts 
sales of yes-no 
women's shorts 


TORONTO (R) — Department 
store chain Sears Canada Inc said 
it would stop selling women’s 
boxer shorts which have nonono 
printed in Mack all over them, 
changing to a neon green 
yesyesyes in the dark. Susan Pet- 
tigrew, a mother of two from 
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, wrote, 
to the company complaining that 
the 12.99 dollar Canadian ($11.5% 
U.S.) shorts made light of A 
no-means-no campaign against 
date and acquaintance rape. The 
company said in a statement the 
giow-in-the-dark shorts are no 
longer on sale in its stores. 


Indian ministers 
barred from taking 
spouses on trips 


NEW DELHI (R) — India bar- 
red government ministers -Tues- 
day from taking their spouses on 
foreign trip s, the Press Trust of 
India (PTI) reported. Cash-strap- 
ped India is committed to cutting 
expenditure and opposition lead- 
ers and newspapers have criti- 
cised ministerial tours as waste- 
ful. PTI said the decision was 
taken at a cabinet meeting. 


1 in 5 New Zealand 
school principals 
is on medication 


WELLINGTON (R) — One in 
five New Zealand junior school 
bead teachers is on medication 
for stress brought on by increased 
workload, according to a survey 
published Tuesday. The survey of 
1,200 teachers was commissioned - 
Ity the Head Teachers' Federa- 
tion after one committed suicide 
and another was killed after fall- . 
ing asleep while driving home. 
Teachers cited conflict with or 
pressure from boards of trustees, 
too much paper work, lack of 
support and inexperience in their' 
new role under a revamped 
education programme. Head 
teachers were also having to cope 
with social problems brought on 
>by New Zealand’s recession. The 
survey found stress prompted. 43 
per cent to consult their doctors' 
in the past 12 mouths, 22 per cent 
to g o on medication and 65 per 
cent to consider leaving their 
jobs. 


4,000-year-old 
Iceman’s arrows 
and quiver found 
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VIENNA, (R)-— Scientists prob- 
ing the glader rite where the 
well-preserved body of a bronze 
age man was disttnrered said 
Thursday they had found a 4,000- 
year-old leather quiver full of ' 
arrows. The new find completed 
an array of ancient eampmeat 
carried by the man, inrindmg & ■ 
bronze axe, a bow, &-fcatber'- 
pouefr with & fire flint, a wooden 
backpack and a stone necklace. 
The fresh discovery, on a moon-' - 
tain top between Austria and 
Italy, augmented a veritable trea- 
s ore fro ve of early history, 
according to the scientists in- - 
vttived. “I don't like imperatives,^ 
botyes, this is the only body of a ■ 
bronze age man found in a glacier „ 
and certainly the best preserved 
corpse of that period ever 
found,” Professor Konrad Spmd- 
l lfcr of Innsbruck Umveraty said. . 

. “Corpses of :tint period found in 
German, Scandfaiavian or Britiri* 
moors didn’t have that much 
of inner organs and skin left 
-intact;* Ik added. 
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